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To THE 


Pariſhioners of WNMTRNCHANMI. 


NM y dear F riends and Nei ghbours, R 


AVING drawn up theſe Lec- 
tures upon the Church Cate- 
_** © chiſm, chiefly for your bene- 
fit, and in diſcharge of my office 


ame l you ; I now take this me- 


thod of making them better known : 


to you, and would gladly beſpeak 
your favorable attention to them. 
Which 1 have the more reaſon to 
hope for, as I can truly ſay they are 


publiſhed by the advice, and at the 5 


repeated requeſt, of ſome perſons of | 

knowledge and experience; Who 
judged they might be of ſervice to 
the cauſe of religion. 


„„ 160 


—— 
RR 


* 1 commend you to God J blefling 
1 in the reading of them; in whoſe 

| hands a well- meant attempt may be 
[ to you, and others, the favour of 
(life unto life; and with my hearty 
prayers that it may be ſo, defire you 
to accept this public teſtimony of my 
| reſpect and concern for you; who 


Your far] in Au Lord. 


* 0⁰ 62 


F ono A ET at EDT EE EC x 


Ci - 

{ne neee, e | 
3, 5 AL es, W N k neren ny comb 7 . e 4 : A 1 : 
x * vs £ "8d Pi g 2 2 1 Dee a ky 7 N TO ang nt oor wy | raphy her — 


9 * 2 

q N e n y SY ' 
rene 3.79 rr 
' ; \ 


p | 


E 


I fire of the eader, by way of, Pretace.. 


One is, that if he is a real chriſtian, preſſ- 
ing into the kingdom of. God, he would 

not quarrel with me for a form of ex- 
reſſion, or peculiarity of opinion; dif- 
ering perhaps from his, in one or more 


points, not of the eſſence of religion ; but 


that we may ſtrengthen one another's hands 


in the great point of turning to God, ac- 


cording to the faith of Chriſt, in the way 
of an inward work, under the influences 


of the ſpirit. 


The other is, that if he be a formaliſt, 
or outward profeſſor only, and has never 
been ſtirred up to ſeek after the redemp- _ 
in the deep . 


tion that is by Chriſt 


LY one or two things to de- 
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of his heart; he would conſider ſerioufly 
with himſelf, whether religion, according 


A 


| to the plain meaning of the Bible, is not 
\ _CLonver/ion? and whether any kind of re- 


ligion, which leaves Lim juſt where it 
found him, without working any change 
of his tempers, and affections, can be 
pleaſing to God, or a ground of his 
tent and tuture happinels. iy 
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PRACTICAL LECTURES 


ON THE. 


CHURCH, CATECHIS 6 


LECTURE, I 


DESIGN, with God- 8 hell, 60 go over” 
the ee with you briefly, 


Not ſo much in the way of an . 


tion, as to teach you how to apply it, and bring 


it home to yourſelves ; by turning it inte . 


many. heads of delete. 


That, if it pleaſe God, we may 65 and * 


ſider whether we have yet made a right. uſe, of 
the excellent inſtruction afforded us in it; 4 
laying it up in our hearts, and converting it 
into the nouriſhment of our ſouls. To give 
you ſome understanding of what I wean z 


The Church-Catechiſm is a Mort and plain 


inſtruction in theſe ſeyeral points: 1. The 
chriſtian covenant, 2» The chriſtian faith. 
TJ. The chriſtian obedience. 4, The chriſtian - 
Prayers. 37 The chi em ſacraments. Nan, 
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Do you remeniber ſo much as the words of 


this ſhort inſtruction ? and if you do, have you 
a proper underſtanding. of it ? Did you ever 
meet with any difficulties in it? and if you did, 
Was you careful and deſirous to get them re- 
moved? Alas! alas! I fear many of thoſe to 


whom I am ſpeaking, cannot truly ſay thus 
much for themſelves. God help us the while! 


for it is a ſad reproach to us, who call ourſelves 
_ chriſtians, and would take it ill not to, be 
thought ſo, to be ſo ignorant of the great 
_ truths of our moſt holy religion, as we gene- 
rally are, But now obſerve what I ſay. If we 
had never ſo perfect a knowlege of it, and of all 
the particulars of our duty, yet if this be all 
if we reſt here——-with all our pains we have 
done juſt nothing. Our knowledge is ſtill in 
the head, where it can do us no good, - 


The end of all divine knowledge is practice 

and ſelf-application. It is intended to be the 
touchſtone of the heart. There it is that it muſt _ 
do its work in us; and there it is that we muſt 
)%%%%%G a ge ee | 


= have a right underſtanding of the chri/ti- | 
an covenant, do I willingly receive it, and have 
I entered into it in the preſence of God? neg 


If we know what we mean, when we ſay 
Ave believe all the articles of the chriſtian 
faith ;——do we alſo believe to the ſaving of the 
foul ? Heb. x. 39. Do we content ourſelves 
with barely believing ; or only thinking that we 


believe, when indeed we do not ; or is our faith 
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a living, working principle in us, from God; 
produeing chriſtian obedience, and all no; fruits: : 


of a holy converſatian i x 


We all know that prayer is a duty of che 
higheſt importance. And perhaps we may go- 
ſo far toward the quieting of conſcience as to 
uſe ſome daily form of prayer. But is our 
prayer an inward work ? is it the prayer of the 
heart from what we feel of our miſery and cor- 
ruption ? Do we aſk ſpiritual bleſſings of God 
with the ſame true, earneſt deſire, that a perſon - 
ready to periſh with hunger would aſk for 
bread ; as knowing within ourſelves that we are 
undone, if God does. not grant what we pray 
for.? $ 


We 47 the chriſtian facr aments are neceſfaty 


to ſalvation. . But do we look well to the end 
aud deſign of them? Have we, ſince. we came 
to years of diſcretion, turned our baptiſm into a 
true covenanting with God ? Is the. ſacrament. 
of the Lord's ſupper precious in our eyes; as 
the memorial of Chriſt's body broken, and his 
blood ſhed for us, by which alone we obtain re- 
miffion of our fins? Do we come to it with holy 
deſires, and hearts full of gratitude z ; as the 
token and ſeal of God's mercies to us in Chriſt? 
And do we.uſe it as a means of grace, and of. 


building ourſelves up in our moſt holy faith? 


"Thus it is we ſhould 1 nouriſhment from 
icripture, from ſermons, and from all kinds of 


religious. Inſtruction, And if we do not thus 
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bring all we learn home to ourſelves, it will be 
no better to us than an idle tale. If we had 


never ſo exact a knowledge of the way of falva- 


tion, and of all the points of chriſtian doctrine, 
it would be the ſame to us as no knowledge; 
it will never bring us one jot nearer to God, 
and the chriſtian happineſs. The one thing ne- 
ceſſary is converſion ; and converſion comes by 
 ſelf-application ; I mean, as begun, and carried 


In this view then, I fhall ſpeak to you for 2 
few Sundays upon our Church Catechiſm. As 
I told you before, at this time, rather to en- 
force than explain it, A word or two in ſeaſon, 
If it pleaſes God, may reach your hearts; and 
that is what I aim at. ͤͤ;ͤ;ͤ (( 


Ihe firſt of the five parts which I told you 
the Catechiſm is divided into, is the chriſtian 
couenant. We are told what is God's part of 
this covenant, and what is our's. What he 
does, and will do for us, and what we engage 


on our parts to do for ourſelves; or rather con- 


ſent, and defire He ſhould do in us. Heb. viii, 
1012. God's part of this covenant is, that 
al! who truly take upon themſelves the profeſ- 


ſion of the chriſtian religion by baptiſm, are 


made members of Chriſt, children of God, and in- 
Heritors of the kingdom of een; | 


Know for certain, that it is an unſpeakable 
mercy of God to man, in his condemned, fallen 
Kate, thus to prevent him with his goodnefs, 


2 
-. 


r 


uk 


To offer him a coyenant of peace; to orgs = 


his fins; to take us into himſelf by Chriſt ; 


make us his children by adoption, and heirs of 
everlaſting life. I ſay again, unſpeakably great 


is the mercy of God towards us! Indeed ſo 


great as almoſt to ſtagger our belief of i it, When 


we conſider our own. unworthineſs, we can 


hardly perſuade ourſelves of the truth of What 


is told us. But that it is ſo, we may be fully 
aſſured by theſe plain ſcriptures, amongſt many 
others — 
members, and all the members of that one body, be- 


ing many, are one body; fo alſo is Chriſt ; far, by, 
ane ſpirit we are all baptiſed into one body, 1 Cor. 
xii. 12, 13. We are members of his bady,, of 
his fleſh, and of. his bones, Eph. v. 30. We are 
all the children of Gd by faith in Chriſt 75 us 3. 
for as many of you as have been baptiſed into C brift, 
have put on Chrift, Gal. iii. 26, 27. And if 


children, then heirs, heirs of Ged, and ent Airs 


; with Ghrif 3 Rom. viii. Ig 


And the meaning of all ſuch Ls" as. 
theſe is, that we, Who are by nature children 
of wrath; dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; and ut- 
terly unable by any will or power of our own, 
to help ourſelyes out of our wretched condition 


of weakneſs, corruption, and total alienation, 


from the life of God, are, by being taken into 


Chriſt, made partakers of his nature; as a limb, 


or member, has the ſame nature with, and is 
nouriſhed by its body, or a branch by the tree 
to which it belongs. God ſees us in Chriſt as 


parts, or members of his body ; 3 Or as he does 
A 6 a 
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apply it to yourle 


| Chriſt himſelf. And pronounces of the whole 


body ——Chriſt the head, with all his members 


is is my beloved fon, in whom I am well-_ 
| pleaſed, By virtue of our union with Chriſt, 
we ſtand before God clear of all blame; as chil- 


dren and ſervants of his family and kingdom ; 


to have a new heavenly life and nature wrought 
into us by the in-dwelling of his ſpirit; to be 
enabled by continual ſupplies of his grace, to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are 
called, Eph. iv. 1. and be made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 


Well then; is all this glad tidings to your 
_ fainting ſoul? A welcome and ſeaſonable relief 

to you in your periſhing condition? and do you 
indeed value theſe privileges more than all the 
world? Or are you careleſs and unawakened, 


and altogether ignorant of theſe matters? Or do 


you reſolve to truſt to your baptiſm, though 
you neither conſider the terms, nor look after 
the bleſſings, nor make good the engagement of 
it? You ſay, you are a member of Chriſt, 
Then . have received the forgiveneſs of your 


Ins. 


For no man can be a member of Chriſt 


in his natural ſtate, and with the guilt of his 
ſins upon him. But are you in him by a true 
and ey faith; nouriſhed by him as a member 
of his body, and growing up in him into a new 
man: Was there ever a time when you came 
to him with hearty concern, or earneſt deſire for 
the remiſſion of your fins? And did you ever 
and beg of God to apply it 

Dn Cor e N 


. 
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to you; as an ineſtimable mercy, and nothing 
leſs than life from the dead? You ſay, you are 


2 child of God. But is your heart towards God, 


as the heart of a loving and obedient child is to- 


wards its father? deſiring to pleaſe him, fear- 


ing to offend him, and reſigned to his will? 
Jou ſay, you are an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven. But is the bent of your deſire to- 


wards your heavenly inheritance! Do you chuſe 
it for your portion? And reſolve, by the grace 


of God, to ſecure your title to it, whatever be- 


cornes of your concerns in this world, _ 


Dearly beloved, juſt ſo far as we are ac. 
quainted with ſuch an inward work as this, 


vill our baptiſm be a benefit and a bleſſing to 


us. But if we only learn the words of our Ca- 
techiſm when we are children, and foon forget. 
it; and think no more of it, at leaſt not in 


the way I am ſhewing you; our baptiſm is 


of heaven, without knowing what it is to be 


ſo, or ever concerning ourſelves about it; or 


at the fame time that we are ſlaves of fin, and 


| have a heart for nothing but the world. 


no baptiſm, let us be baptiſed when we will, 
whether in our infancy, or at man's eſtate : 
_ unleſs we can be members of Chriſt, chil- 
dren of God, and inheritors of the kingdom. 


Learn then to apply the Catechiſm in this 


manner, Search the ſcriptures together with 
it. Think with yourſelves, that if you are not 
merbers of Chrift, &c. by your own act and 


dced, and by a real covenanting with him, when 


you 
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ou are of age for it, you are undone for ever. 
And then think with yourſelves, Whether you 


rr er eee ee. 


| are ſo now, or haye any deſire to be fo, . And 
| may God convince. you of the greatneſs, and 
2 neceſſity, of the ſalvation offered you in Chriſt, 

* and bleſs you in Your endeavours of turning 
to bim. 


rr 
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Examining your conſciences by it. 


| F 15 ] 


LECTURE I 


L you upon the Church-Catechiſm, is not only 


to explain it where it may be neceſſary, but 
chiefly to teach you how to apply it; and by 
means of it to bring the matter betwixt God 
and your ſouls to ſome iſſumu. 


And ] pray God you may not deceive. your- 
ſelves with a vain hope of being chriſtians, or 
in a way to obtain the chriſtian reward; when 
perhaps many of you do not fo much as remem-. 
ber the words of this ſhort inſtruction ; or, if 
you do, content yourſelves with barely rages? a 


it, without bringing it home to yourſelves, 


Short as it is, let me tell you it contains mat- 
ters of very high concernment to us; and there- 
fore what we had need be well grounded in; if 
we expect any benefit, or comfort from our re- 
ligion, The chief point it offers to our conſi- 
deration and belief are ſuch: as the wiſeſt men 
upon earth could never have arrived to a know- | 
ledge of, without the help of God. But what, 


now they are revealed, all with his help may, 
and upon the peril of their fouls muſt, know; 


let them be never ſo ſimple, and unlearned, 
All conſiſts in a willing and well-diſpoſed mind; 


| for ſuch God himſelf Mill teach, by putting his 


laws 


I Have told you that my deſign in ſpeaking to 
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have ſuch a teacher to go to; let them pretend 
What they will, there can be but one true reaſon 


r 


that do not deſire the knowledge of his Ways. 


may be divided, are, 1, The chriſtian covenant. 
2. The chriſtian faith, 3. The chriſtian obe- 
: dience. 4. The chriſtian FO - 5: The chrif- 

tian ſacraments. : 


And God's part of this covenant we are told is 
this That all who truly take upon them- W 
| ſelves the profeſſion of Chriſt's religion in bap- 
tiſm, are members of Chriſt, eddie , God, in- 
 beritors of the kingdom of heaven, And if vou 
remember what I told you of the great nnſpeak- 
able mercy of being taken into God's family 
and kingdom, as well-beloved children; when 
we were dead in treſpaſſes and. fins ;. members of-. 
| the devil's kingdom; and could do nothing to 
help ourſelves in our fad condition of miſery and 
corruption: That by virtue of our union with 


God as ſuch ; as parts, or members, of Chriſt's 
body, in whom he is well pleaſed: I fay, if 


| God has given you the grace to apply it, you 
wall be diſpoſed and delurous to know what FO 


LES 
Iams into their minds, and writing them upon their 
hearts, Heb. viii. 10. And if any are ignorant 
of what is neceſſary to ſalvation, when they 


for it, viz. That in the bottom of their hearts, | 


The ſeveral parts into which the Catechiſm: 


The fiſt of: theſe is the item covenant; 


Chriſt, we are partakers of his nature, of: his 
life, holineſs and ſonſhip; and looked upon by 


you rightly unler{tand this, and eſpecially if 


your 


ings. 
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your part of this covenant; and what you muſt 
do to ſecure your title to ſuch invaluable bleſſ- 


And for certain, our part of this bleſſed co- 
venant is no other than what is here told us, viz. 


That we are io renounce the devil and all his 


works z the pomps and vanities of this wicked. 


world ; and all the finful Iufts 72 the Halb A 


lieve all the articles of the chriſtian faith : To keep 


God's holy will and commandment, and to walk in 
4 —— A ſhort word 
upon each of theſe heads, by way of explana- 


the ſame all the days of our lives. 


tion, may be as much as is neceflary. If the 


heart is ready, the underſtanding is ſoon inform 
ed, But ſo long as that continues hardened, or 
flow of belief, no inſtruction either of God or 
man will take pe ties on 


— 


C 


works That wicked ſpirit, whom the ſcrip- 
ture calls the Prince, John xiv. 30. and the 
God of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Becauſe. 
this world, by the permiſſion of God, is the 
place where he exerts his power and malice ;_ 
and becauſe by the fin of our firſt parents, he 
has gotten but too great a dominion over the 
louls of men, and leads too many 2 them captive ; 

| — Together with 
the whole crew of fallen angels, whom he drew 
after him in his revolt, and rebellion. againſt _ 
God. And who, as St. Jude tells us, are re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto the 
Judgment of the great day, ver. 6. From whence 
hk. Eh eo 


at his will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
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compaſs their ruin and ) | 
was the fin by which he fell himſelf. And be- 


_ of. hatred, and ſpite, and, malice. to | 
to his whole creation, they take pleaſure in 
making fools and ſlaves of as many as they can. 


1 


we learn, that there is a great company of 
wicked ſpirits, who are fallen from God, and. 
have loft their happineſs for ever. What their 


particular crime was, I do not know that ſcrip- 
ture any where, informs us. But we have reaſon 
to believe. it was Pride; a caſting off their de- 


pendance upon God, and a proud imagination 


to be great and powerful, wiſe and_ happy. in 


their own ſtrength. This, was actually the 


ſnare he laid for our firſt parents Ye hall be. 


as gods, &c. Gen. iii. 5, He knew but too. 


well how ſucceſsful an age it would be to 


therefore probably it 


ſides, we know that nothing ſo fatally ſepa- 


rates God and the creature as pride; I mean 


a proud conceit of gur on ſtrength, wiſdom, or 


righteouſneſs, And nothing, can preſerve our 

union with God, or promote our return to him, 
but humility. Let this be a warning. to uss aud 
keep us very low in our own eyes. But what 
it concerns us more eſpecially. to Know of the 


devil, and his angels, is, firſt, that ſin, per- 


ſidſted in, will as certainly ſeparate; us for ever 
from God, as it has done them; and as cer- 
tainly expoſe us to the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Secondly, that their nature is ſo wholly changed 
from what it was, that inſtead of being good, 
and happy, and glorious creatures, as they WT 
"3th ull. 


were, they are now. cruel and r We D. 
od, and 


They employ all their pains, and. ſtrength, and. 
ada ba h  - 


oy i wet 4 ya ; 1 $4 Wap TITTY EET, en rn 
EO ASEDEE. 4 rr nth A 4 eee ee e eee 4 a4 on ene 


ff. Es 
ſubtlety, in deceiving} and ruining: mankind: z. 2 
and in a perpetual war againſt God and good- 

neſs. And therefore we are under a neceſſity of = 
enouncing either God or them. We muſt ab- | 
dor their nature; dread their power; and guard 
againſt their wiles. If we would be the chil- i 
dren of God, and heirs of his kingdom, we | 
maſt be faithful in our allegiance, and -ſubjec- F 
tion to him; we muſt fight manfully againſt { 
nis, and our great enemies; and reſolve by the 
grace of God, to keep ourſelves at the greateſt 
diſtance from all thoſe accurſed tempers, which, 1 
make the devil what he is; are a preſent hell 1 
within us, and will be our tormentors for ever, 1 
viz. pride, malice, envy, revenge, lying, and; |} 
evil-fpeaking ; from which Jaſt quality, if you Yi 
do not know ait, the devil has his name, For A | 
the word devil ſignifies 4 ſlanderer, or eviii 
jpeaket,- ooo )))) Toll ia thdts or OS 


* As We alſe. promiſe. 10 renaunce tb Poinps aud 
vanities Fd this wicked- world, And, 3, all the, 
© fnful luſis of the fleſp. I will tell you briefly: 
what I think we are to underſtand by theſe ex- 
preſſions. 1 8 | Do e oa 
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The world is wicked as hing in - wickedneſs, [1 
John v. 19. That is to ſay, as the, genera- j | 
ity of thoſe who live in; it at all times, are 
cicher engaged in vain and finful purſuits; or 
zreedy of, what they call the good things of, it; 
making them the chief end and aim of ; their-liv- . 
ing; getting them too often by unlawful me- 
chods; or however ſpending all their time and; 
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a 
» 
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[20] 
pains about them, fo as to be forgetful of their 
eternal intereſt, and the great end of their cre- | 
ation. And the things of this world, great 
abundance of the conveniencies of life ; its riches, 
honours, and pleaſures, are ſtiled pomps and va- 
nities; as having a gaudy appearance, dazling 
the ſenſes and looking fair to eyes of fleſh and 
blood: but without any real worth and good- 
neſs in them; contributing nothing to the true 
| happineſs of man; but for the moſt part hiding 
it from him, and depriving him of it. And 
therefore to be ſuſpected; defired with modera- 
tion; and uſed with caution ; as having a fatal 
| tendency to ſteal away the heart, and draw off 
our affections from Gd. 5 


In this ſenſe, therefore, the world is to be 
renounced, —— deſpiſed, dreaded, abhorred—— 
that is, all ſuch thoughts concerning it, ways 

of uling it, or living in it, as may any ways 
© hinder, prejudice, or ruin our future happineſs. 
The foundation of which, according to the 
whole tenor of ſcripture, muſt neceffarily be 
laid here, in ſuch holy affections as are ſuitable 


3. By the Flzh, you are to underſtand, ac- 
cording to the general uſe of that word in ſcrip-- 
ture, the old man; the natural man; the whole 
nature of man, ſoul and body, in his preſent 
degenerate fallen ſtate, as deſpoiled of the image 
of God, in which he was made; as turned from 
God, and giving the ſtrength of his heart to 
the creatures; darkened in his underſtanding, 
5 e fv | corrupt. 
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corrupt in his will; and ſo long as he conti- 


nues turned from God in the bent of his de- 
ſires and affections, neceſſarily ſinful; and teud- 
ing only to miſery, [See Dr. Bray. @& 


And the Fleſh, with its ſinful Iufts, is to be 


renounced; that is to ſay, the ſtate here de- 


ſcribed, and continuance in it, is above all 

things in the world to be dreaded ; as diſpleaſing 
to God, and the death of the foul. And the 
ſingle aim, earneſt deſire, endeayour, and ap- 


plication of the whole man is to be turned 
againſt it, and a ſtrong cry raiſed in the heart 


after deliverance from itz with a full purpoſe 
and determination. to put ourſelves into the 
hands of God, to be purged and ſanctified. 
That ſo being renewed in the ſpirit of our mind, 
Eph. iv. 23. and recovering in ſome good de- 
gree the original perfection of our nature; that 
is, being turned in the bent and inclination of _ 
the ſoul to God, we may be qualified to enjoy 
him, by firſt making him our choice. Which 
cannot otherwiſe be; for happineſs of any kind 
undeſired, is impoſſible, and a contradiction in 


nature. 


obedience. . 
EI 'F 7 


1 : * i 7 P . . 1 o ; 
n : ; » . 
. * N Y 


Me alſo promiſe jo believe all the articles 7 the 
chriſtian faith; and to keep God's holy will an 
commandments, and walk in the ſame all the days of 
our life, But theſe will be conſidered when we 
come to ſpeak of the % 


and 


ian faith, and chriſtian 
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And I ſhould now, according to my pro- 


poſed method, teach you how to apply what 
has been faid at this time; ana cxhort you to 
bring it home to yourſelves, by turning it into 

ſo many heads of felf-examination. 5 

will be the buſineſs of another Lord's day. 


In the mean time conſider what has been ſaid. 
Think of theſe things with that ſeriouſneſs, 
which your great concern in them demands of 
you, from this mornent to the laſt hour of your 
breath. {6 9 


Judge of your religious ſtate, by your will- 
ingneſs to be inſtructed, and real deſire to pro- 
ft by what you hear. And the Lord give you 


underſtanding in all things, fy 


LECTURE 


Dut this 


— ER 


1 


J IS Church-Catechiſm having inſtructed 


in the nature of the Chri/tian covenant ; 


the great bleſſings made over to us in it on 


God's part; and the engagements we bring our- 
ſelves under on our's; calls upon us in the next 


place to bethink ourſelves, whether we do in- 
deed reg to fulfil theſe engagements, and to 
i 


act ſuitably to ſo great a mercy— in this 
home queſtion and anſwer, my 


Q. Doft thuu not think that thou. art bound ta 
bolſeve, and do as they have promiſed for thee? 
A. Yes werily; and by God's help, fo I will. 
Jud I heartily thank our wo Father that he 


bath called me to this 2 of alvation, through 
Feſus Ghrift our Saviour. And I pray unto | God 
79 give me his grace that I may continus in the ſame 


unte my tife's end, 


Here is nothing to be explained; but a great 
deal to be conſidered, and well applied. This 
is all heart-work. It is the will that muſt do 
all here. If we have never ſo great a know- 


ledge of our religion, we can only mock God, 
and cheat ourſelves with an empty. profeſſion, 
till our wills and affections are brought over to 
him. But if any man deſires to know his will, 


that he may do it, the ſpirit of God will mo 45 
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him in hand, and work with him in the right 


place; I mean in the depth of his heart; where 


only the knowledge of God and divine things, 


can do him any good. 


Take ſpecial notice then, for I ſpeak it 


with great confidence — that poverty or a low 
and Jaborious ſtation of life, is no bar to the 
true Chriſtian knowledge. Many, it is true, 


are ſadly ignorant of what it concerns them 
above allthings in the world to know. But then 


it is becauſe all is cold and dead within them. 


Their hearts are averſe to it; their affections, 
and their whole ſoul is otherwiſe engaged. If 


they were but as inquiſitive about their everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, and as willing to know the way 
to heaven, as they are to thrive and proſper in 
the world, they might ſoon be wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion. rn og. 


Do not then put all from you, and give up 
your title to the precious mercies of God, by 
ſaying that you are poor and unlearned. Vou 
can know as much as is neceſſary, if God can 


make you know it, Read what St. Paul and 


St. James ſay of God's calling and choice of the 


poor of this world; and let it for ever ſtop your 
mouths, 1 Cor. i. 26 — 31. Jam. ii. 5. Do 
you who fay this, uſe the means of knowing; 
and take the ſame pains to do it as you would in 


a matter which you thought very nearly con- 
cerned you ? you adviſe with your miniſter ? 
Do you think much, and with great concern 
of your ſoul? Do you make a confcience of 


"of 
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vrofiting by all you read, or hear? Lay your 
1and upon your heart, and ſee what you have 
done, or are doing in this great and weighty bu- 


| {neſs of your eternal ſalvation, before you charge 
God Won ne nn; 0 
„an sdecd, my friends, the ſimple turning of the 
he heart to God is all in all. And this, with the 
_ -1p afforded to all, is as much in the power of 
Th one man as another, let their ſtation in the 
En world, and knowledge in other reſpects, be what 
ih it will. And this turning of the heart and will 
ns. God, wherever it is real, brings God with 
t bis power and love into every foul of man; 
. s certain and natural a working as the milk | 
ray ivws from the breaſt into the mouth of a child. 
. eri, and by God's belp fo I will. Are 
1 u chen indeed come thus far on your way ? 
e you fincerely purpoſe and reſolve with the 
ww h of God to believe and do what your godfa- 
5 thers and godmothers promiſed for you in your 
0 baptiſm z and what you are bound to believe and 
can t they had not promiſed for you; and what 
and Lertain you mukt do, if ever you be partakers 
the God's mercies in Chiſt ? Or, do you hear 
four theſe queſtions and anſwers, which in few words 
Do belore us the nature of the Chriſtian covenant 
g the privileges of a Chriſtian on the one 
Id in nand, and his _ on the other---with as little 
con- bought, and underſtanding, and true concern 
ter? e yourſelves, as you repeated them when ou 
cern e children? e Laos mn eng 
ce of "Oe" EY 


[26] 


I know it flicks with many, to fay, as our 


church does, that children are regenerated with to 
the holy ſpirit, and born again in baptiſm. I 
have no deſire to unſettle you in this point, a 


ou will perceive before I have finiſhed theſ: 
Lectures. But let this be as it will, we may 

Ke: "Lia the matter to a ſpeedy iſſue with ourſelves. 
| Whoever they arc, who do not faithfully, and 

_ underſtandinzly ratify this covenant in their own 
_ perſons; and anſwer to the whole, and every 
part of it Tes verily, and by God's help __ 7 

2v:1]---their baptiſm is no baptiſm. 'They a 

pet in their fins. It can avail them nocitngs 1 
have been once the children of God, if by their 
indifference they ſince make it appear, that they 

ſet no value upon ſo glorious and y a dit- 
tinction. ” 5 x # 
i me well. 1 do not PREM Uh 
of the vileſt of mankind; adulterers, fornicators, 
thieves, drunkards, common ſwearers, &c. ſuch 
as have caſt off all ſhame and fear, and have 
their fins written in their foreheads; But who- 
ever they are, who have little or no concern 
about their intereſt in Chriſt ; and do not cloſe 

| heartily with him for all his benefits, from a 
deep conviction of their want of him: if they 
© have had no experience of a working-time with 
God in the depth of their ſouls; and were never 
inwardly ſtirred up to call upon the name of the 
Lord, and lay hold of the ſalvation he offers 
them ; if they have no ſuch ſenſe of the evil of 
t:cir ſtate and nature, as to defire earneſtly to be 
delivered from it, and reſolve to put themſelves 
5 into 
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let them be what they will in other 
-cipets, they are only children of this world; 


fl hs and cannot pleaſe God, Rom. vill, 8. 


| Brethren, here it is we el wy ourſelves. 
WHT {is is the ſearching, convincing point. Reli- 
7 on is an, inward work of God upon the foul, 
E diftinaly known and felt, And whatever comes 
WT {ot of this leaves us in the darkneſs and dead- 
; tels of our natural ſtate, It is true inſiſting upon 
6 „ inward converſion by the power of God, al- 
1 did, and always will, give offence; eſpecial ; 
To: hole who have a fair utſide than others; 
ift they have no groſs M appearing in the 
y ink nothing of fin in the heart. W hich is 
„ the moſt dangerous, as being the hardeſt 
a © known; what we are unwilling to know; 
e I || ore fo to have removed. But I u ſpeak, 
> a pyou will hear, or whether you will for- 
., ar. T know that goſpel-light is troubleſome 
e © i firft. It pinches cloſe, and frets our ſpi- 
* Wa and bears hard upon our pride; and, if, 
= it does its work, muſt turn all upſide down. 
ch within us. And if What L lay to you both now, 
" at other times, was to give you no diſtur- 
he | ſhould conclude at once that I was falſe 
TY Ko office among you, and guilty. of keeping 
of the truth, I will ſpeak it again; it is no 
be e than what his 188 of our Church-Ca- 
MF il gives occaſion for ; and who knows but 
5 ( Go may ſpeak too? 
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ato the hands of God for that 18 7 to 
h all in their power to help forward their reco- 


hey walk on till in darkneſs ; are JUll in the 
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What then does thy heart ſay ? Is it the in- 


ward thought of thy heart, that thou art bound, 
as ever thou wilt anſwer it to thy foul, to be- 


lieve and do theſe things? To believe that God 


is thy Father, Chriſt thy Redeemer; and the 
Holy Ghoſt thy Guide and Sanctifier? Doſt IM 
thou purpoſe, as in the preſence of God, to 

keep his holy will and commandments, as re- 
vealed to thee in ſcripture? Does the ſtate of 


ſalvation, which thou art called to through Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, appear to thee to be fo ſeaſonable a re- 


lief, and fo neceffary for thee in thy fallen, ſin- 


ful, helpleſs condition; that thou doſt clearly 
reſolve for the fake of it 7 renounce the Devil 


and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 


_ wicked world, and all the finful luſts of the fleſh ; 
that is, to dread, hate, and deſpiſe every thing 
that would turn thee from God, and ſteal away 
thy heart and affections, and hinder thee from 


attaining'to his grace and mercy in Chriſt ? And 


doſt thou heartily thank God for calling thee to 
this ſtate of ſalvation ? and pray for grace to 
cContinue in it unto thy life's end; ſo as thou 
doſt wiſh and pray for e ; as knowing 


that it is the one thing neceſſary ; all that God 


can do for thee, and all that thou ſhouldſt de- 
ſire for thylelf ; and that if thou doſt come ſhort 
of it, thou art undone for ever? en” 


| See then what anſwer you can make to theſe 


things, Conſider what it is which our Church 


: requires of all its members. Not an outward 
form, but a real, inward working towards 2 


_ thorough change of heart and life. 5 


turne 
1 | 
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[29] 
< turned in the bent of our hearts towards God ; 
and ſo perſuaded of our want ef Chriſt, and of 
God's covenant of peace in him; as chat when 
it is offered to our choice, and we are required 
to anſwer whether we will accept it, or no, and 
do every thing on our part to ſecure our intereſt 
i: it; we may ſay boldly, and with a 0 
heart,. oy, ; and * God's help fe 4 


70 ul. 


And may God being you te this reſolution, | 
and enable you to keep it, 1 ; 


33 LECT. 


"EW? 
LECTURE IV. 


HE ſecond of the five parts into which the 
1 Catechiſm is divided, is. the Chri/tian 
faith, contained in the Apoſtles Cresd: fo called 
not becauſe it was compoſed, or drawn up in its 
preſent form, by the apoſtles themſelves; but 
becauſe it is a ſummary of the doctrine they 
taught, and contains in a ſhort compaſs all that 
is neceſſary to be believed, For herein we learn, 
I. Ts believe in God the Futher, whoa made us and 
all the world, 2. In God the Son, who redeemed 
ws and all mankind. 3. In God the Holy Gheijt, 


who ſan#lifieth us, and all the elect people of Gad. : 


Theſe particulars rightly underſtaod, tho- 
roughly believed, and well applied, are, in the 
judgment of our church, the ſur of the Chriſ- 
tian faith, and ſufficient for every one's ſalvation, 
Without this belief there is no being a Chrilti- 


an. More than this we need not; and leſs, the 


meaneſt muſt not have, 


If then you are ignorant of theſe great points 


of Chriſtian belief, and find in yourſelves no 


defire to be well grounded in them, do not de- 
ceive yourlelves. The fault is in your wills; 
and your ignorance is criminal in the fight of 


God, 


I. The fiſt great article in the Creed is, be- 
ſief in God in two reſpects. 1. As the Maker 


1 


of the warld, md all gr in FE 2. As the Ha- 
ber. The firſt of theſe is common to all man- 
; Linde Heathens, Jews,. and Chriſtians. The 
ſecond is revealed to Chriſtians ; and the reve- 
lation of God to them under the character of a 


:hcy owe him, ſo it is their peculiar privilege ; 


of their lives, Rom. v. 11. 
f the world, and of all things in it, is common, 


Im our frſt parents, and natural apprehenſion 3 


every thin about us, and belonging to us, done 
or us, and in us, bring in ſuch ſtrong and plain 
-vidence of an all-powerful, and wiſe God, who 


much certainty, and fulneſs of convictiou, that 
they have their life and being, and the ſupport 


at all. And accordingly all the nations of the 
carth have always agreed in acknowledging the 
»£1ng and providence of God; the homage they 
owe him, and their dependenoe on bim, by 
eme kind of I 8 W 0 


B 4 


iacher, as it is expreſſive of the duty and love 


their | joy and triumph ; the ſupport ww" comfort 


The firſt of chad vi That Ged i is the „ Maker 


[ 2 to all mankind. They have an unavoid- 
e ſenſe of it upon their minds; by tradition 


don armed moreover by their own reaſon, The 
ſrame of the world, the ſtructure of our bodies, 
ine growth of the leaſt pile of graſs, the regular 
return of the ſeafons, Sa and winter, feed- 
time and harveſt, the reaſoning foul within us, 


made and governs the world, that all are alike 
perſuaded of it; learned and unlearned, the 
higheſt and the loweft. All believe with as 


| of it from God, as that they live and move at 
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But then . manifeſtly comes in a very wide 


difference. For beſides that the heathens had a 
multitude of gods; gods many, and lords many, 


as St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. viii. 5, and worſhip- 
ped the work of men's hands, wood and ſtone : 


1 fay, beſides this groſs idolatry, with which 


mankind was almoſt univerſally infected before 


the coming of Chriſt; and we of this nation as 


much as any ; the worſhip they paid their gods, 


was only upon a worldly account; for temporal 
bleflings, outward plenty and proſperity. As 


our Saviour himſelf plainly intimates, Mat. vi. 


32. when he ſays, All theſe things do the Gentiles 
fert + meaning, that they looked for nothing 
elſe from the ends of their gods but worldly 


things ; that it was the burthen of all their 
prayers and addreſſes to them; that they had no 
{enſe of the darkneſs that was upon their minds ; 


or defire of being made partakers of the divine 
nature, by knowing and being known of God 


AS the God and father of cheir ſpirits. x 


II. Wen in the Chriſtian e God 


offers himſelf ta be known and received by man- 
kind under the title and relation of a father; 


the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and in him 
of a fpiritual race of children, begorten again to a 


lively hope by the reſurrection of Cbriſi from the 


dead, ta an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 


and that Fagan not away, reſerved in heaven fer 
bo are kept by the potwer of God through 


all dt 180 ence to make. their calli ing as cledtion * 


by 
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and in truth, John iv. 24. 
heart, by his . for ſpiritual bleſkngs, | 
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y ſcoping the corruption that is in the world thro. 
lift 2 Pet. i. 10. and worſbi pping God tn f gt 


hat is, with 


And as this is ſo glorious, and comfortable an 
article of our faĩth; and ſo neceſſary a diſtine- 
tion of a Chriſtian, that without it we are no 


better than heathens, whatever we may think of. 


ourſelves; let us now ſee how we ſhould conſt- 


der, and apply 1 it ; and Judge of ourſelves by it. 


St. Paul, Rom. viii. x 8. ſpeaking of the dif: 


ference of Chriſtians from what they were in 


their former, unconverted ſtate, makes it to con- 


liſt chiefly in this; that they had received the ſpi- 


rit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba Father. 
And again, Gal. iv. 5, 6, 7, he lays it down. 
as the great point, and 'principal end of re- 
demption that we can now call God, father, 
by the ſpirit of his ſon given into our hearts. 
A avour, protection, and 
{upport. And by being taken into the ſtate of 
children, we become hers of” God, and joint heirs. 


for ſonſhip implies all; 


with Chrift, Rom. viii. 17. Being ſealed with 


the holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is the N of | 


our inheritance, Eph. i. 13, Iſs 


Do; you then thus believe in God the father? 
T nat he is your God and father in Chriſt ? He 


is your maker and father by creation; and ſo by 


nec-flity. But have you taken him for your fa- 


ther by your own free choice? Do you rejoice 


in him as ſuch; reſt in him, and make him 
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your blefledneſs, 200 final end! Is, the . 15 
Which the Lord almighty makes you, of 20 


your father, of walking and dwelling in you, and 
taking you for his ſors and daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 
16, . fo precious to you that you prize it. 


above all the world, and think it the great pri- 
vilege, and neceſſary conſequence of your high 


calling in Chriſt, to have the ſpirit itſelf bear 


witneſs with your ſpirit, that you are the chil- 


dren of God? Rom. viii. 16. Firſt by his 
grace and mercy, that you may be ſo by imili- 
tude of nature, and a new creation to his image 
n righteouſneſs and true holineſs. . 


1 2 bus, 1 fay, we mould think of at article 


of our creed, and judge of our religious ſtate 
according to our inward, ſenſe and belief of it. 
For God is either a reconciled father in Chriſt, 


or out of him a conſuming fire, And we wal. 
either walk before God as dear children in love, 
believing and rejoicing in our adoption; 1 
groundlefly preſume upon his mercy 3. or be un- 
der a continual dread of his juſtice. The firſt | 


of theſe is the Chriſtian Rate; the ſecond is a 
ſtate of dangerous, carnal ſecurity; the laſt is 


2 flaviſh ſtate, full of fears and terrors; and, 
if we think of God at all, will ae che com- | 


fort of our lives. IS 


"Kaow then the might 4 Peſfing of TOES able 

And that not receiving 
hun into our hearts, as ſuch; freely reconciled. 
to us; no longer entering into judgment with 
us; 3 and W to * uh if, all, ſpiritual 
leflings 


to call God, Father. 


% 
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5 ['% 1 
bleſſings in Chrift ; is the ſame thing in ſcrip- 
ture account, Eph, it. 12. as being without G 
n the world. ) 


It is true he is the common friend and father 
of the univerſe: he ſendeth rain on the juſt, and 
on the unjuſt; and doeth good to the evil and 
unthankful. But he therefore loads us with his 
benefits in this life, and doeth good to our bodies 
that we might ſeek him in a better capacity, 

' if baply we might feel after him and find him; 
that is to ſay, in his gracious preſence in our 
ouls. Compare Acts xiv. 17. xvii. 27. And 

we only worſhip him as the God of our bo- 

dies, who giveth rain and fruitful ſeaſons, he is 
il! an unknown God to us. We do not yet 

know him in the way he deſires to be known 

bus, and in which alone he can be our God 


iv all eternity. ek „ ; 


Whenever then you repeat this article of your 

Ureed, remeinber to preſs it upon your minds in 

= {ome fuch manner as this. Is God my father? 
, es he take me into his family, and treat me as 
[WW _ 2; >cloved child? This is mercy inexpreſſible to 

J  -o:rupt, undone creatures, who were alienated 
E rom him, and in a rebellion againſt him. May ö 
| _ ! never be ſo fooliſh as to negle& my title toit F 
but then I know if God has the heart of a fa” 
ther towards me, it is that I may have the — 
dart of a child towards him; that I may love 1 
and fear him, and reſign myſelf wholly to his 

p:calure in all things. And if J neither am, | 


* 
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nor defire to be thus affected towards him, 1 


mock him, when ] call him my father; and 


ſet no value upon my being his lon, and an heir 5 


ef God through Chriſt. 


5 1 ſay, ſot the love of God bring all home to 
yourſelves, Do not always go on in a care- 
leſs way. Do not live and die in the utter 


5 neglect of what ſo greatly concerns you, Is 
all within you _ to bleſs and praiſe God 


for the great Love wherewith be loved you ? Eph. 
ii. 4. Do you rejoice in the ſenſe of his love? 


Rom. v. 11. And feel fo much of it in your- 
ſelf as to know that it is more to be valued than 
| thouſands of gold and filver? Then you are 
happy; then you are a Chriſtian; then the 
earneft of the ſpirit is given into your heart, 2 Cor. 
1. 29. And yu are ſealed unto the * i. FRO 


tien, Eph. iv. 30. 


On the other hand, whoever they are who 
have cold and lifeleſs notions of this great ar- 
_ ticle of our faith; if they make no account of 

having God for their Leber or at the beſt 


think more of him as the God of their bodies 


than of their fouls, and of their father which is 


in heaven; where their treaſure and inherit- 


ance is, and where their hearts ſhould be 


| they are not Chriſtians ; they are not yet in 
_ Chriſt, For all who are ſo 54% God, even the 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chr: > Eph. i. 3. 00 ; 


rejoice in their ſonſhip; and 


to know and 
love od more and more. 


May 


9 
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May God bring us to his ſon; that he may 
bring us again to God, aſhed in his blood; 
and reveal him to our hearts, as a gracious re- 

conciled father, Mat. xi. 27, PN LOR 
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LECTURE V. 


0 UR church ſums up the apoſtles creed in 
theſe three articles: 1. Belief in God the 
Father, and maker of heaven and earth. 2. In 
Cad the Son, the Redeemer of all mankind. 3. In 
God the Holy Ghoſt, the Sanftifier of all the left. 
People of God. The belief of theſe points is fo 
— y, that it is a vain thing to think of be | 


| ing! a Chriſtzan without them, | 


And by the belief of theſe . 1 do not 
mean barely repeating, or aſſenting to them; 
and ſo thinking no more of the great concern 
we have in them. But receiving them into our 
hearts; living under a conſtant, habitual ſenſe 


ol them; being ſo perſuaded of che will of God 


for the ſalvation of all, and every one of us in 
particular, according to the glorious goſpel. o 


Chriſt, as to reſt our ſouls upon it; to look for 


our great comfort from it; and pray continu- 


| ally for our nn, and Increaſe 1 in it, 


The fut of theſe, viz. be in Ged the Fa 
ther, I have already ſpoken to, and am now to 


ſpeak of the other two, viz. belief in. God the 


Sen, the Redeemer 0 4 all mankind ; and in G 


the Holy Gus the ancſiſier of all the elect Tru 


of God, 


II. When 
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VVV 
II. When therefore you hear that Gad the 
don redeemed you, and all mankind; think thus- 


with yourſelf 
dition of mankind to require ſuch a redemption? 
How did Chriſt redeem me, and all mankind? 
And what mult I do to be a partaker of his re- 
demption ! „ 1 


1. In anſwer to theſe—— The tate and 


condition of mankind was ſinful; yea they 
were dead in treſpaſſes and ſms, Eph. ii. I, 5. 
he firſt man by fianing loſt that image of 
Jod in which he was created; from that mo- 
ment his true life departed from him, And he. 
gat his children in his own likeneſs, Gen. v. 3. 
nat is, in his own fallen likeneſs of miſery and 
corruption, Inſomuch that naturally they have 
neither the power nor the will to reſtore them- 
{elves to their firſt happy ſtate in God. And 
this is to be underſtood not only of ſome few. of 
the worſt of mankind, but of all in general. 
All without, exception are. conceived, and born 
in ſin, Pi, ii. 5, Rom. v. 12. - 19. 1 Cor. N. 
22, Jo. iii. 6. And in their natural ſtate, with-._ 
«ut Gad in the world, Eph. ii. 12. Let their 


outward, converſation be what it will; though 


wary are good-natured, orderly, and; civil in 
their behaviour towards others; whatever degree 
of credit they may live in; whatever they may. 
think of themſelves; they haye an evil heart, 
and an evil nature. For that which is born 0 


the Ab is fel, Jo, ili. G. and nothing elſe; mi- 


Icrably weak and corrupt; deſtitute. of all true; 


biritual feeling, and does not ſeck, after ys | 


What was the ſtate and con- 
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And therefore they that are in the 1 as every 
unregenerate ſon of Adam is, cannot pleaſe God, 
Rom. viii. 8. 235 


Lock well to your ſenſe and belief of this 


matter. For if you are not grounded in the no- 


tion of a fall, fo as to know from your own ex- 
perience, chat one man is as truly in it as an- 
other, you will neither underſtand the goſpel, 
nor put in heartily for your ſhare of the oY | 


tion. that i is in Chriſt. F or, 


2. We have redemption through bis blood, even 
the forgiveneſs Four ſins, Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 14. 
Obſerve it well. This I ſay, is the manner of 
our redemption ; even the forgiveneſs of our 
| fins. Which does not only imply the forgive- 
neſs of all ſins to all men, but the neceſſity of 
every man's being ſaved, that is, reſtored to the 
ſavour of God, and the hope of eternal life, by 
an act of forgiveneſs on God's part, Chriſt, 
according to the will of God, 1 0 his _— 
free oblation of himſelf, gave nim! 
death that ve might be reconciled to God 5 2 
. * Eph. ii. 16. and be made the e 4 
of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Ad he did not 


If up 


ed his moſt precious blood upon the croſs for 


the great ſins of ſome, and the ſmall, trifling | 
fins of others; but for ſuch fin in all as de- 
ferved God's wrath and damnation, [Art. I, 1] 


3. Sa that if ever we be partakers of the re- 

PS. ption that is by Chriſt, we muſt firſt pro- 

nounce che kntence of condemnation upon our- 
{elves 3 


* iS. ot. ad” al; go hols. 


a SS BEET 


elf. condemnation, if Job could not? 


{elves ; abhor, and caſt from us for ever all 
thought of our worthineſs, and even harmleſſ- 
neſs; and receive our whole ſalvation from firſt 
to laſt by faith, as the grace and gift of God to 
every man; which no man upon earth could 


ever attain to by any natural power of working, 


Or righteouſneſs of his own *; and without 


which the beſt of men are but juſt ſaints enough 


to be undone, To; 
II. But then as Chriſt by his death hath de- 


dat the hand- witing that was againſt us, Col, ii. 14. 


| livered us from the wrath of God, and Blotted 


{ to crown all, and complete our faith in the 


E Trinity of perſons in the Godhead ; each per- 


forming their ſeveral parts in the work of man's 


redemption ; we alſo profeſs to blieve in God the 


* Before this expreſſion is condemned as too harſh by 


any believer of Scripture, I would recommend to his 
very attentive conſideration the important leſſon of in- 
Fruition, held forth in the ſtory and character of Job. 


That he was a perſon of extraordinary virtue is undeni- 


ale. The reality of it muſt be taken for granted, as 
the ground-work of the grand concluſion to be drawn 


from it. But then he had an undue opinion of his own 


righteouſneſs, And it is very evident to me, that the 
one, plain ſcope of the book, in concurrence with all 
{cripture, in which there is a ſurpriſing unity of defign, 
to ſhew him to us humbled, and felf condemned; 


1 that remarkable confeſſion, which caſts fo ſtrong a 


ent upon the book; and draws the whole of it to a 


-vint;z and is enough to ſtrike terror into every ſoul of 


man, viz. I ablior myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 


"hap. xlii. 6, And the reflection ariſing from it is this; 


where is the man that can ſtand upon his ſaintſhip with 
Zoch? or be excuſed from the neceſſity of {elf-abalement,, 


Px. . 
Bard 
x. 
1 
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Holy Ghoſt, who: ſanetifieth us, and all the eleti 


people of God. For, Chi iſt redeemeth us from: ail 


miguity From the charge of fin ſtanding in 
full force againſt us in our unredeemed {tate 
that he might purify to himſelf a peculiar 


people wealous of good works, Tit. ii. 14. We 


are choſen in him to ſonſhip, and a ſtate of 


grace, that we might be partakers of the divine 
nature, by the operation and in-dwelling of his 
ſpirit; whoſe office it is to convince the world. 


the whole world---of /in, Jo. xvi. 8. And by 


that conviction to bring them to God, by Chriſt, 


for forgiveneſs; and work in them all thoſe holy 


tempers which make up the new man of the 
Opel; humility, meekneſs, patience, purity 
of heart, and the love of God and man. 


And thus it e that the Holy Ghoſt is our 


comforter, and the Lord and giver of life. Theſe 


are the things which muſt renew our ſpirits ; 


and make us meet. te be partaters of the inherit- 
ance of the ſaints in light, Col. i. 12, This is 
the peculiar privilege, and great promiſe of the 


goſpel times z and probably what our Saviour 
ad an eye to, when he faid, He that is leaff in 


_ the kingdom of hegten in the Goſpel ſtate, or 
diſpenſation of the ſpirit----zs greater than Fabn 
the Baptiſt, Matt. xi. 11. who did not live to 
ſiee it take place, Compare Luke x. 24. Jo. v. 
20. vii. 30. Xiv. 12, And whoever comes to 
Chriſt with any other belief or expectation than 
to be made holy by him, and raiſed by his ſpi- 
xit to newneſs of life, his belief is vain; he does 


nothing but trifle with God, and his own 7 


. 


+4 * bays wo 


„ 


. who beſt knows w. 
and that man is capable of no reward, till 


| his own promiſe. And the pro! 
Jiſus Chrif# to them that believe..t 
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in never was a burthen to him; and, not being 


belt as ſuch, never was repented of; and with- 
_out repentance there can be no true faith in 
Chriſt. vert | 


But though we. believe that holineſs is a ne- 


ary part of ſalvation; and that our. ſanctifi- 


ion is altogether by the power of the Holy 
Gholt ; yet we do not fo account for that holi- 


neſs, whatever it is; when we have done all we 
can, and the very beſt we can, and God has 
done all he ever will do for us, and in us, as 
to make it the ground of our acceptance to the 
reward of eternal life. For Chriſt alone, who 


iz the Lord our vighteouſn:/s, Jer. xxxlii. 16. 


| has merited this for us. And if ever we be 
| ſand of God in peace, without ſpet aud biemniſh, 
2 Pet, i, 14. it muſt be by being /eurd im him: 


uot habing- not truſting in-»-our own righteouſ= 


Je righteauſus/s which is of God by faith, Phil. 


ici; but that which is th ref the faith of Chriſt, 
at our righteouſneſy 


de has humility enough to diſclaim all merit in 


himſelf, and renounce the wretched folly of 
| bins God, as it were, to a reckoning with 


3od can only make himſelf a debtor to 


him. 


: | Dent that DENEVE, ſcripture hau 
'ng concluded. all under fin, Gal, ili. 22. And 


that not without reaſon ; moſt certainly, be- 
_ cauſe all are ſinners, And therefore it is well 


tor the unmexiting, ſinful creature Mar, BANG 


me is by faith of 
7 


2 — —— 


1 


has the ſecurity of God's infallible promiſe for 


his everlaſting happineſs. Sce Rom. iv. 16. 


Now then, conſider as in the preſence of 


_ God-—W hat are theſe things to us? examine 
eee whether you be in this bleſſed faith of 


ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; three perſons 


and one God!? ever working with unwearied 
patience, and univerſal love, for the ſalvation 
and recovery of fallen mankind ? What has 
our belief done for us? Is it in the head, or in 
the heart? Is it a living, or dead faith? Is the 
love of God ſbed abroad in our hearts? Rom. v. 5. 
Is God indeed our father; the Son our redeemer; 
and the Holy Ghoſt our re g And do we 


clearly reſolve in the power almighty grace, 


#0 count all things but dung that ibe may win 
_ Chrift? Phil. iii. 8. Or are we careleſs, im- 
penitent, fleeping worldings ? outwardly profeſſ- 
ing the religion of Chriſt, and offering up our 
prayers in his name; but refuſing to admit him, 
with his ever bleſſed ſpirit, into our hearts; and 
framing excufes to ourſelves for not coming in 


upon his call? 


1 fay again, examine yourſelves concerning 
the great ſalvation of the goſpel ; and fee whe- 
ther. you apply it to your fouls ;. ſo as. to live in 
the comfort of it; and rejoice with exceeding 
great joy becauſe of it, as the wiſe men from 
the eaſt did, then they had found the child Feſus, 
Matt. ii. 10. For we mutt either magnify the 
Lerd for his mercies, and rejoice in God aur Savis 


ours 


PW OS. v 
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dur, Luke i. 46, 47. or at Jeaſt be inwardly 
ſtitred up to ſeek after him by Chriſt, before 
we can have hope toward God. And if we 
are doing neither of theſe, let us. not think that 
any kind of outward life will be accounted to us 


for righteouſneſs, 


Go on no longer in this common miſtake, 


S-arch the ſcriptures daily to fee '1whether theſe 


things are ſo, Acts xvii. 11. Give your hearts 


to God in the reading of them, with earneſt de- 
{ire to have them opened to you. And if they 
do not reveal God to you, as your Father; the 


on, as your Redemer; the Holy Ghoſt, as 
Hour Sanctifier; if they do not bring you to this 
confeſſion and belief; then judge thoſe as ſe- 
verely as you pleaſe, who declare theſe things 
% you as the burthen of all ſcripture, But this 
an perſuaded you will not do, if you ſearch 
in fincerity ; and give way to the diſcoveries 
makes to you of God and yourſelves; and 
ing your hearts to be tried by it. 


* 5 


As for the other articles of the Apoſtles' creed, 


they are ſo contained in theſe three principal 
ones, that if once we are well grounded in them, 

we ſhall of courſe live and die in the belief, 

practice, and comfort of all the reſt. 7 


The Birth and Sufferings of Chriſt, his Re- 
 turreftien, Aſcenſion, Sitting at the right hand of 
God, and coming to judgement, will employ our 
levour meditations, and be fruitful leflons of 


_ inttruMion to us. 


__ 
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Ve ſhall | no longer de ourſelves as 
members of a corrupt world, but of Chriſt's 


| holy Catholic Church; : which 55 hath redeemed 0 
| Ga by his blood, out of every kindred and tongue, 
and people, and nation, Rev. v. 9. 


We mall be joined tog hey in the commun io 
of. ſaints ; - or one bond. of holy brotherhood, 
holy ſervices to God, and hearty love to men, 


under Chriſt our head 3 with all the faints on 


os and the bleſſed + company of laints and 
| ang s in heaven, 


| Rejoicing 1 in the firgivanch of e As 


In ſure and. certain hope of the 10 mueller 5 
eternal life, through our Lord Jeſus Chr”, 
200 ſhall change our vile body that it may be faſhi- - 

oned like to his glorious body, according to the work- 


ing whereby he is able even to Jubdus all things want. 


himſelf, Phil. ili. 21. 


17 


Amen. So be it. Bay God Sou us in 


this faith. May it be to us the toter of God 


_ wnto ſalvation, Rom. 1, 10. Holy and eteryal 
Trinity, illuminate, ſanctify, and renew us to 
thy image. Grant, O God, that as children 


of thy family and kingdom, we may obey its 
laws, promote its intereſts, embrace its ſuffer- 


ings, partake of its bleflings, and welcome death 
as the door of admiſhon to all its nnn 
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"LECTURE VL 


4 "HE third: part of the Catechiſ m is con- 
1 cerning Chriſtian Obedience. Which our 
church ſets before us in the Ten Commandments, 
delivered by God to Moſes, Ex. xx. and in the 
anſwer to thoſe two queſtions — That is thy 


4 /uty to God, and to thy neighbour ? Suppoſing 
5 at theſe Ten Commandments, rightly under- * 
9000 contain the whole of our duty: and that 1 
if we make them the conſtant rule of OUT ac- | 
LONG, and obey them from the heart, we ſhall _ 4 
* all that is required of us; and keep a con 
5 {crence void of offene towards God and towards . 13 
ry Man. | 1 5 [1 
1. 0 1 {hall not at this time 90 over them ſeverally | 
—_ a particular explanation. But, according 
to my deſign, apply myſelf to your hearts and $ | 
. conſciences. For if theſe are not rightly diſ- Fu H 
0) poſed, - no obedience will follow; though we | 
af nac never ſo exact an underſtanding of the Ten, 
10 | Commandments in their whole, ſpiritual extent, 
en And if they are, we have a principle within us, 
is which will infallibly guide the moſt ſimple and | 
. unlearned into all neceſſary knowledge; and | 
"i keep them ſteady in the practice of their duty at 1 


all times, and upon all occaſions. „ 1. 


And i in food akinig of this matter, 1 ſhall alfa, 
with the help of C Jod, ſhew you the nature. of 
- wy iſtian 


4 
; 
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Chr i/tian Obedience. That ſo no careleſs perſons 
may miſtake it; nor the ſincere, and well-diſ- 
poſed perplex and torment themſelves with un- 
neceſlary ſcruples; as if Chriſtian Obedience was 
impoſſible; but ſerve God with a quiet mind, 
and go on Gd in the wee of f goſpel 
comfort. 


Here then is your touchſtone. What fon 
the Lord thy God require of thee, O man ? 
Wh. ee nothing leſs than is here told 

us, viz To believe in him; to fear him; to love 
him with all the heart, with all the ftrength, and 
with all the mind; to worſhip him; to give him 
thanks ; to put our whele truſt in him; to call upon 
Him; to honour his holy name, and word ; and to 


5 Herve him truly all the 1 85 of our life. 


You, who lay you are poor and 1 
meaning by this that you have neither time nor 
abilities to know what God requires of you in 
order to your everlaſting ſalvation, and ſeem re- 
ſolved to venture your fouls upon this pretence ; 
| what is there in theſe words which you may not 
underſtand ; and, with the help of God, apply? 
And if you do not conſider, and bring them 
home to your own caſe, how can you perſuade 
yourſelves that the fault is any where but in 
our wills? The moſt learned may, and do neg- 
ſect this ſelf-application, and forget God, as 
well as the meaneſt. But then the plain reaſon 
why one man knows and ſerves God more than 
another, is not becauſe one is more, and an- 
other leſs learned; but becauſe one does and 


[49 ] 


his heart. 
given to all, an 
ou bring your hearts to be tried by God's holy 


yourſelves, and live under a continual ſenſe of 
God's prefence, authority, and fatherly care 
you? Do you fo believe in him as to love 


him; wiſhing to enjoy him; and dreading 
ove all things. in the world to do any thing 
you know will difpleaſe him ? Do you wor- 


ce; and with your bodies only for your 
| 20J1es 3 but in the. continual bent of your 


where only he can bleſs you, and be a God to 


um as he pleaſes ? 


Take notice, this is not any over-ſtrict doc- 
ne of mine; but our church's ſenſe of the 
our firſt commandments reſpecting God, called 


itz other does not, chuſe to receive him inte 


Taking it for granted then, that God's laws are 
7 equally binding to all, let their 

{ate and condition be what it will, under no lefs 

a penalty than death eternal ; let me aſk you, Do 


word and commandments ? Can they bear wit- 
gels for you that you keep a ſtrict watch over 


with all the heart and with all the ſoul, 
with all the ſtrength, and with all the 

11d? Knowing aſſutedly, that this can imply 
» leſs than delighting in him; defiring to be 


hip him, not with the fruitleſs offering of a lip- 


arts, as the God and Father of your . ſpirits, 


ou! And do you pray to him for all you want; 
A praiſe him both for what he gives, and what 
\- refules z -quietly leaving all your concerns of 
ou] and body in his hands, to be ordered by 


the 


rennen 
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„ the fo 1 Tal . Nay, it 15 the word of God, as 
5 you cannot but know. And moreover bount: 
upon us under a curſe, as you may read, Jer. 


xvit. 5. Carſfed is he that in his heart goeth hap ; 
the Lord. 


Soppaſe now that with tape to the fix laſt 
| commandments, or ſecond Table, we could truly 
ſay, not only that we do no harm, but much 
good; yet this would avail us nothing before 
5 God. Still here is the firſt and great com- 
j mandment of loving Cod with all the heart, &c. 
L ſtanding out in full force againſt us, and ſtrik- 
ing us dead with a charge of ſin, For the pride 


of our hearts, great as it is, cannot ſo far de- 

ceive us, as to make us believe that, generally ts 

_ ſpeaking, we come any thing near the obſerva- be 

tion of this command. And therefore in our ol 

own defence we muſt take up, as 1 fear we do, Ec 

either with a blind perſuaſion that we love God, Et 

when we do not; or that God both muſt and A 

will abate ſomething of the rigour of his law; 118 

and that though he enjoins obedience under the na 

penalty of a curſe, yet in the main he is re- 0 

gardleſs whether we obey Him or ug = 

75 | Ac, 

0 But ſurely, O man ! this is thy own wretched ey; 

i miſtake, and perverſeneſs of heart. Surely this pr 
. is thinking fooliſhly of God, who does not | 

pr come down to our weakneſs, ſo as to leave us i 

what he finds us; for that he knows would be 

; to ruin us. And it would be much more un- '-: 

worthy of him to do ſo, than it is of a wiſe oy 

_- man to humour a child in ſuch foll eus lead 5 ito 

FR | | His | 
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dis deſtru lien, The end of God in all hls 
dealings with mankind is to help them out of 

zeir wretched ſtate of weakneſs, and corrup- 
tion, and to bring them back again to himſelf 


in holineſs ; by bringing us up to the rule, and 


ot the rule down us; by enlightening our un- 


erſtandings to diſcern the wiſdom, and fitneſs 


© all his commands; ſwaying our wills and in- 


Jining our affections, to embrace and purlue 
che 8088 he offers us. 


Let us then conſider deeply, if ever we would 


de Chriſtians, the children and friends of God, 


th ac the commandment is holy, and juſt, and goed, f 
om. vii. 12, proper to exalt and purify our 
(cures, and qualify us to live with God in 
heaven; and therefore neceſſary, and indiſpen- 
be. It is an eaſy thought, and what no man 
0 common ſincerity and underſtanding can have 
its leaſt doubt of, that as God loves us, and 
<0ws what is beſt for us, ſo he cannot deceive. 
but tells us the truth; and can poſlibly' 
1/2 no other deſign upon us, but to bring us 
io the beſt end by the beſt means. And that if 
ive ſet up our own wills and imaginations” 
A 1 him, we chuſe darkneſs inſtead of light, 


i inſtead. of good, and muſt ied by). 
| wretched and miſerable. lk 


But wha: b ſuſſicient for theſs things ? who 
in ſay, I am. pure? I have made myſelf clean? 

| 0 die, I will not remove my integrity from 
e; my righteouſneſs T hold faſt, and will not let 
%% Job xxvil, OY 6. "That is, in the ſenſe 
C2 1 
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in which Job ſpoke it, I will ſtand upon it to 
the.laſt before God, and man, that I am an up- 
right, innocent perſon ?---Alas! not one. He 
who was the choſen inſtrument of God to trace 
the human heart through all its deceitful wind- 
ings, and knew both ſtates of God's and of 
man's righteouſneſs, affirms boldly, there is none 
that doeth good, no not ane, Rom. iii. 12, that 
is to ſay, ſo as to BE good, and clear of blame 
before God. Here the greateſt ſaint that ever 
lived muſt Jay his hand upon his mouth, and 
humble himſelf in the duſt, God, I thank thee 
that JI am not as other. men are, wil! be no anſwer 
to the ſtrict charge of the law. And if we were 
left to ſtand. er fall for ever by our own righte- 
ouſneſs, and the abſolute perlen of our obe- 
dience, we might well ſhrink back at the ſight of 
the difficulties which a are* before us, and for e ever 
{it down | in es ; 


Here then comes in the enlightening, heal : 

, faving -goſpel-ſcheme, ſummed up by St. 
Paul in two points, Repentunce towards God, 
and faith towards our Lor Feſus Chriſt, Acts 
XxX. 21. Here comes in firſt the doctrine of 
Repentance. Here is our proof of the neceſlity 
of it in all. Love is the everlaſting, indiſpen- 
| ſable duty of man to his maker. I mean love 
of him for what he is in himſelf ; love and ad- 
miration of thoſe perfections, univerſal, un- 
wearied patience, goodneſs, love, &c. Which 
make God what he is; and would make us per- 
fect and happy in our degree, as he is perfect 
and happys z and wines which we can . 
| | take 
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take delight in him, nor he in us. And if the- N 


ſenſe of our being ſo unlike him; ſo forgetful 
of him; ſo alienated from him in the deep 
ground of our hearts; does not fill us with. 
hame and concern, and a juſt dread of eternal 
ſeparation from him; and bring us to him in 
true repemtance, and earneſt deſire of a chance; 
let us be what we will in other reſpects, we are 


vile before God; and, if he {peaks truth in his 


law, already condemned. 


And f to this we add, as we well may, the 
)rCaches of our duty towards our neighbour ; 


Hur unfair. dealings. with him ; the llanders we 
nvent againſt him, or eaſily take up, and liſten 


0 with fecret. delight; our anger upon flight | 
vcealions z our envy z our inclination to re- 
vange, and un! willingneſs to forgive; and what 


zs the root of all, our r pride and ſelfiſhneſs : We 


have a ſtill fuller proof of our guilt, and the ne- 


ceſfity of looking out for a remedy, 


©} Meſſe be the ad" nd "thier of aries 


CHI is this remedy, Ze is the lamb of 
155 that taketh arbay the fin of the world, To. 1. 
He is the great phylician of fouls, to all 

1 ho know their need of him; and come to him 


Hick, and we laden, and with a deep convic-- 


ion of their ſinful, helpleſs condition. And 


though God is a conſuming fire; and his juſtice. 
cannot overlook the tranſgrefſions of his law; 
vet it can be, and zs ſatisfied by the atoning 
blood, and perfect obedience of Chriſt ; and our 

God i is again well pleaſed with Us, for the ſake | 


ps 9 ok, 
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of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us, 
and for what we are in him; when once we 
have received him into our hearts by faith, 


But perhaps you will think, — What be- 
comes of our Obedience, in this way of pardon- 
ing ſins by Chriſt; and of being accepted in 
and through a mediator, or ſurety? by mercy 


from firſt to laſt, and not at all of merit? Is it 


not a dangerous temptation to us to believe, that 
it may be diſpenſed with, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrictneſs of the command; and that ſome way 
or other God may accept us without it? With- 
out the perfection of obedience he may, and 
does; without a ſincere purpoſe of it, and con- 
tinual daily improvement in it, he cannot. But 
to anſwer directly to this objection: I ſay, 1. 
Faith ſuppoſes repentance; a heart turned from 
fin, and a will to all goodneſs; and brings us to 
the ſpirit for power; and thus eflabliſheth the 
Lato, Rom. iii. 31. And without this it is no- 
thing tut hypocriſy, and a lie, 2. This me- 
thod ſhews the neceſſity of obedience ; yea, of 
perfect obedience. For God's law broken, is 
not ſatisfied only by exacting the penalty due to 
our ſins in the perſon and ſufferings of Chriſt; _ 
but alſo by having full obedience paid to it by 
him in our ſtead, as our great Covenant-head, 
Not to diſcharge us from our obligations to obe- 


dience ; but to convince us of the value which _ 


God ſets upon it; of his concern for juſtice, 
and for the honour of his laws; to inſpire us 
with a dread of diſobedience, and bring our 
ſtraying hearts back again to him in love, 35 8 
. R only 
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only root and ſpring of all true obedience;, 1 
mean as far as human agency can be concerned; 
and without which it is of no value in the ſight | 
of God. For, 3. This is the goſpel-myſtery o ß 
ſanctification; God's own method of promoting g 
and ſecuring our obedience; and appears to all | 


the reaſon of mankind to be excellently fitted | Q 
to that end. If the love of God in giving his 1 
ſon to die for us; if the love of Chriſt in emp- ! | 
tying himſelf of his glory, and humbling him 8 | 
ſolf to take our fleſh, that he might ſufter death * | 
upon the croſs, and ſave the forfeited lives of * Bl 


our fouls from deſtruction, will not bend our 

ſtubborn hearts, what will ? If the kindneſs of T4 

God thus wonderfully manifeſted on our behalf, „ 

will not draw from us ſuitable returns of love; 
and engage us in a courſe of free, generous, 
unconſtrained obedience, what is there left inan 
the nature of man that can do it? Fly to the i 

mercy of God in Chriit, with an humble, pe- | 9 
| 


nitent, contrite heart, and then grieve, and ſin 
againſt him, if you can. Reject it, and then 
ee what kind of obedience you can force out of 
1 J will venture to ſay, you will 
bring your duty into a narrow compals ; and 
ſufficiently pride yourſelves in the performance 
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of that little, which generally paſſes in the world 1 
for virtue, At the {ame time overlooking thoſe: } 
goſpel graces which conſtitute the Chriſtians [ 


life; are the work of God's ſpirit in us; make 
us like Chriſt ;, and qualify us for the enjoy= | 


ment of the heavenly happineſs. I mean a ſin- | 
cere love of God and man, humility, meekneſs, 


| 36 
patience, purity, ſelf-denial. Theſe tempers, 
ſo peculiarly Chriſtian, and ſo eſſential to the 
new man of the goſpel, are too much diſre- 
garded even by the better part of mankind; and 
can only be delired,. and experienced, i in the 
power of divine faith. | | 


It is true, the fleſh will 1% frill n 5 
Spirit, and the ſpirit againſi the fieſh, Gal. v. 
So that the ſtruggle betwixt them will never fo 
over ſo long as we are in this world. But then 
the pardoned foul loves much, becauſe much hath 


been forgiven, Luke vii. 47,. Its natural lan- 


guage is, What ſhall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits? It hates all fin, as ſuch; 
and fights manfully againſt it. It has reſpec 
unto all the commandments; acknowledges the 
_ goodneſs, and neceſſity of them; and would no 
more chuſe to do leſs than is commanded: than. 
to be excuſed from happineſs, It does not 
think that there is no ſin in the heart, where 
there is none in the life ; but knows that not un- 
der/tanding and ſeeking after God, Rom. iii. 11. 
Which the world makes but little account of, is 
the greateſt fin of all others, and the root of all 
evil in us. It has the Holy Ghoſt for its ſup- 


port and comforter; goes 10 from ſtrength to 


ſtrength; grows daily in grace, and in the 
knowledge and love of God; is encouraged 
amidſt all its temptations, and infirmities, by 
the ſenſe of forgiveneſs ; defires, and pants after 
perfection, but expects to be accepted to the re- 
ward of it. 2 1 7 in Chriſt; and in this as 

| nds 
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fhds its greateſt comfort; grieving for the re- 
mainder of its corruption, but not hindered 
by it from laying hold on the promiſes of. 
„ e Nous Lobby 


Would you then be ſettled in. the truth of 
Chriſtian Obedience? The ſum is this; firſt be | 
convinced of your diſobedience; eſpecially a- [i 
gainſt the firſt and great commandment. This | 
conviction of fin, which is the ſpirit's firſt ope- 1 
ration, and muſt neceſſarily go before all tze 
reft ; [conſider Jo. xvi. 8---r1. ] — will bring 
you to Chriſt, in humility, for remiſſion, - Who 
by his perfect obedience,” and the merits of his 
death, has condemned fin in the fleſh; ſo that 
it ſhall neither riſe up in judgment againſt you. 


tor prevail over you. 2 And when once you are 8 | q ; 
grounded in the ſenſe of ſo. great a mercy from [ 
the Lord, it will vin over your whole heart ang 
ſoul to him. You will ſtudy to do his will in 
all things; and be filled with that love which is i 
the fulfilling of the law, Rom. xili. 10. and the YN 
ſou] of obedience. You will love God who hath - | 


Fit. ſa loved you, 1 John iv. 19. and your brother | 
for God's ſake, ver. 11. And you. will ear- - ' 


__ .neftly beſeech him that he would write all his 


laws in your hearts; as knowing afſuredly 1 
that conformity to them is health to the ſoul, ; 
and the perfection of our nature; and that no- ö 
thing can be mercy to you in your fallen condi- {1 
tion, but recovery to a ftate of willing obedi- ; 
_ ence; juſt as nothing can be mercy to a ſick... | | 
man but a cure. In a word, the ſum and ſub- | 
SE VVT | 
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Fance of the Bible is Believe, that ye may 
obey ; obey, and be happy. And if you are not 
eſtabliſhed in this belief; if it is not the ſincere 
purpoſe, and great deſire of your heart to be 
. purged, and ſanctified, as well as pardoned, you 
trifle with your happineſs, and are a deceived 
man to this day, VVV 
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LECTURE vn. 


(HE . Catechiſm having firſt in 


ſtructed us in the nature of the Cbriſtian 
. e ; and, ſecondly, called upon us to re- 


hearſe the articles of our belief, in that antient 
confeſſion of Chriſtian Faith, called the Apoltles* 
Creed ; and, thirdly, ſet before us the Chriſtian 
obediamchs in the Ten Commandments, and the 


explanation of them in the two following queſ- 
tions and anſwers; comes, Fourthly, to ſhew- 


us the reaſon, and neceſſity of diligent Prayer 


_ ---Foraſmuch as we can do none of theſe things 
of ourſelves. We can neither believe, nor ap- 
ply to ourſelves the Chriſtian covenant; nor 
walk in the commandments of God, and ſerve- 
him truly all the days of our aa without his. | 


ho ipecial grace. 


wy our lation f is the gift of God to us; (o- 


dur acceptance of it, and a life framed accord- 


ing to it, muſt be the work of his ſpirit in us. 


And eſpecially if we are not well grounded in. 
a ſenſe of our weakneſs, and natural inability” 
to practiſe what he requires of us; we ſhall be 
apt to meaſure the extent of our obedience by 


our own narrow capacities; and fall into the 
common miſtake, that what we can do of our- 


{elves is all we ought to do, and all that God 


expects from us. Thoug h Chriſt ſays, Without 
me e can do nothing, = xv. 5+ And the pro- 


Phet 


60% 
phet Jeremiah, I. 7s not in man that walketh fo 
direct his Hebe, x. * 


__ EK now then indeed, 0 ma n, that of thyfelf 
thou art not able to do theſe things. Thou art 
a fallen creature; corrupt in thy heart, perverſe 


in thy will, and blind in thy underſtanding. J 


And if ever thou art recovered to God in the 
way of his chuſing and appointing for thee, it 
muſt be by having the deſire of thy heart turned 
to him in continual prayer: that he would work 
in thee b:th to will, and to de, of his good pleaſure, 
Phil. ii. 13. And if thy own experience has. 
not convinced thee of this, the light of ſcrip- 
ture never ſhined in to thy ſoul; thou art To 
in the darknefs of unbelief. 


The cont of God Wan be obeyed. 
F aith in Chriſt dying for us when we were un- 
godly, Rom. v. 6. begets in us an earneſt deſire 
to obey them from the heart; and a fear of of- 
fending ſo gracious a father and ſo kind a re- 
deemer” And this faith is itſelf the gift of God, 

aud muſt be obtained by prayer, Phil. i. 29. 
1 Cor. ii. 12, 14. But nevertheleſs when the 


ſenſe of this reconciliation hath ſo far taken hold 


_ of us, that we can truly ſay, our ſpirit is will- 
ing; ill the fleſh is weak, Matt. xxvi. 41, We 
are beſet. with te ptations, and have powerful 
enemies to ſtruggle with; which we can never 
hope to N without the help of God, 


And there is no way to en gage the power of 
- God on ou na, but by praying alwva,s with all 


wo + xt | 


©, pur} 
praye and ſupplication in the Piri it, and ꝛwateh- 
ing thereunto with ail perſeverance, Eph. vi. 18. 
7 the condition of obtaining help and ſtrangth 
from above is, Aſt, and it fhall be given ſee, 
and ye ſhall find; knock, and it fhall be opened, 


Matt. vii. 7. And if we do not comply with 


this condition, we are neither fit to receive the 


grace of God; nor to make a he uſe of Ny if 
it ſhould be givin us, 


8e that pr: yer both opens us A a way into the 


kingdom of God, and ot Chriſt ; and is our ſe- 
curity for continuing in it, and living in any 
ds gree ſuitably to fo great a mercy. For, as 1 


* before, the commands of God muſt be 
obe And if we are not able to keep them 
of ourſelves, as it is certain we are not, it fol- 


lows neceſſarily, either that We make no con- 


ſcience of keeping them ; or, that we muſt be 
convinced of the neceflity of putting our whole 


truſt in God, and keeping cloſe to him by con- 
kant, diligent en 


O then, that when our church ſays, : 
45 good child, know that thou art not able to do 


theſe things of thyſelf, and to walk in the com- 
mandment of God, and to ſerve bim, without his 
{pecial grace; it gives us the one ſtrong reaſon of 
prayer. Our help ſlandeth in the name of the 
Lord, Pſa. exxiv. 8. who can only afford it us. 
He is ready te give it to all that aſk it. And if 


we have not, it is becauſe we aſk not, Ja. iv. 2. 


J. T-lags: what * or Rronger reaſon than this. 
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can be given for the neceſſity of prayer? And 
who is there that cannot underſtand it? 


| Bodily want, felt, we think, one and all, to 


be a ſufficient reaſon for aſking. And we are 
not backward to make our caſe known to thoſe 
who we think can and will help us. And if 
we do not lay our ſpiritual wants before God, 
who calls upon us, and commands us, to do it, 
and is ever waiting that he may be gracious to 


us, with the ſame, nay with much greater, con- 


cern than we deſire to have our bodily wants 
ſupplied, it is becauſe we are ignorant of them, 
_ fearleſs of danger, and unwakened to a ſenſe of 
our condition. In the midſt of life we are in 
death, and do not know it. „ 


Learn alſo from hence, the true ſpirit of 
prayer. It is the turning of a penitent, humble, 


deſiring heart to God, for mercy to it in its 


helpleſs, fallen ſtate; and for ability to wall in 
all the commandments of the Lord blameleſs. And 
without this ſenſe there can be no Prayer. If 

we were to fall down upon our knees a hundred 
times a day, it would be a fruitleſs labour. God 


is not glorified, nor man profited by ſuch empty 


ſervices. Holineſs and happineſs is God's glory 


in man, granted to his deſire and free choice. 


But where this is not the life and foul of prayer, 
all our fitneſs to receive ſpiritual good things 


from God, and turn them into a bleſſing to us, 


3s ſtill wanting; that is, a praying from what 


we feel, with an carneſt will to experience the 


Power 
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power of God in our ſouls ; turning us fm 
darkneſs to light, Acts xxvi. 18. And quick- 
ening us by his ſpirit to newneſs of life. One 


ſigh in this diſpoſition, from a hungering, thirſt- 


ing ſoul, pierceth the heart of God, has Chriſt 
interceding for it; and the ſpirit helping its infir- 
mities ; let the man live in what part of the 


world he will. 


1 was probabl for this reaſon, that, when 


Chriſt was deſired by his diſciples to teach them 


to pray, he did it in a few words, and ſuch as 
tend chiefly to ſhew with what diſpoſition, and 


frame of ſpirit we ought to pray; viz. for ſpiri- 
3, as Children to a father, in full aſ- 
eing heard. I do not mean that it 
is either unlawful, or improper to enlarge in our 
addreſſes to God; for the deſiring, fervent ſoul 
will ſtrive earneſtly, and firuggle hard for a 
 bleffing, But then the greateſt length of prayer, 
uttered without feeling and without er 4 
wil not prevail with God. When a ſingle wiſn 


ſurance of 


irom a well-diſpoſed will, and an affectionate, 


longing heart, which ſtands always bent to- 
wards God, will find acceptance, and bring 


down our help from above. 


— Have you then conſidered the weighty reaſon _ 
here given for the uſe of diligent prayer; and 
applied it to your own caſe? Does any thing 
which you know and feel of yourſelves ; or that 
the Scripture tells you of the univerſal corrup- 
don and weakneſs of mankind ; bring you upon 
Four knees before God, to have your hearts 
ed nr e 
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VV 
cleanſed by the inſpiration of his holy ſpirit ? 


Do you pray for faith to receive Chriſt ; and for b 
grace to follo his example; and is your prayer. 
indeed the very deſire of your hearts? Is the 
ſtate of your life a ſtate of continual wiſhing 0 
and praying according to the order, form, and 1 
ſpirit of the Lord's prayer; and reducing all L 
your deſires within the compaſs of it. ?-—— being i: 
decply poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of your high call- P 
ing to a ſtate of ſonſhip in Chriſt ; hallowing the 
name of God in your hearts and lives; — wait- _ 
ing for his Kingdom; and for ſtrength to do and 0 
| ſuffer his will; — forgiving, loving, and living U 
| in charity. with all men; — praying to be de- * 
livered out of temptation, and to be kept from 5 
| the power of evil-— aſcribing all you have, all T7 
| you do, and all you are, to him only, whoſe is 
| the kingdom, and the power, and the glory; WM © 
| oho is above all, and through all, and in us all, | 1 
E ph. iv. 6. — And as for the concerns of this 0 
life, leaving them in the hands of God; and 
being content with, and thankful for, ſuch 7 
| things as vou h 88 15 
yl Ah! my friends; how can we ever ſo far 5 
3 deceive ourſelves, as to think either that any 5 
| thing is prayer but the prayer of the heart; or 12 
that a prayerleſs life is a Chriſtian life! Anda 
Sunday's religion only is in truth little better 55 
than a prayerleſs life. If we believed in good 1 
| earneſt, that converſion is the one thing neceſ- 5 - 
ſary, where we have now one prayer, we ſhould Q, 
| have a thouſand, that this great work of the = 
I Lord might proſper in our hands. Whatever 5 
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the error of your ways |! 
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Hulneſs we are about, it would be uppermoſt in 
2ur thoughts; and we ſhould be breathing out 


any a wiſh for the grace of God. We ſhould 
Ove to pray; we ſhould teach all that belong to 
2s to pray; we ſhould pray with, and for our 
milies , we ſhould have daily, ſtated times of 
prayer; and take all opportunities of joining the 
public worllup G. 
—1 pray 2960 convince you 
ay he come among 
, and with great might ſuccour us! And let 
me beſeech 1 his name, and by all your 


if it is not fo 


_nopes of falvation, to turn to the Lord in 


mayer. For it is not à vain thing; it is for your 


he life of our ſouls. demands it of us. 


They muſt periſh. without it; and we need no 
other token of their being in a dead ſtate than 


the neglect of It. 


And if there are any here preſent, who thro' 


ite brutiſh neglect of their parents, or others 


which all ſuch muſt ſadly anſwer for to God) 
«cre never taught to pray; let me warn them. 


come as faſt as they can out of this wretched, 


1catheniſh way; and not only to begin, but 
cm how to pray. They cannot plead in ex- 
for themſelves, that they know no better; 
nano doubt they have had many calls to this 
pboſe, both at church, and in the examples 
: others, and from the inward motions of God's 
it. They have a loud warning now from 
And if they will not underſtand, and ſeek 
Cod, their blood will be upon their own 
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And I fay te all, be in fear for yourſelves, 
leſt any of y1u fail of the grace of God, Heb. xii. 
15. Your work is great; your time is ſhort. 
| Know your duty; know your weakneſs, and 
% fly to the power of God, Remember eſpecially, 
'  -_ that thoſe commands which are of ſuch impor- 
| tance, that without them we cannot be Chriſti. 
ans, and-in which the converfion and recover 
of our ſouls chiefly conſiſts, are withal the hard- 
eſt; nay, abſolutely above all the natural power 
| of man; ſuch as humility, meeknefs, patience, 
1 the love of God; and ſuch univerſal, unbounded 
Charity to men, as can forgive its enemies, and 
| inclines us to love, and bleſs thoſe who hate and 
| curſe us, a. ER 5 


5 If then you truly deſire to pleaſe God, and 
Profit your neighbour by a holy life; and would 
1 have within yourſelves a comfortable and well 
grounded perſuaſion, that you git? all diligence 
to make your calling and election ſure, 2 Peter i. 
10. Watch and pray, Matt. xxvi. 31. Yea 
| pray without ne ah 1 Theſſ. v. 17. That is, 
1 in the continual bent, and habit of your minds; 
that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape, and ſtand 
before the ſon man, Luke xxi. 36, 


And God grant that we may be ſober, and 
_ watch unto prayer, 1 Pet. iv. 7. And thereby 

commit the keeping 75 our fouls to him in well-di 

ing, as unto a faithful Creator, ver. 19, 
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LECTURE VIIL and IX. 


THE laſt of the five parts into which the 
. Church-catechiſm is divided, is the Chriſ- 


an ſacraments, Of which I ſhall ſay ſomething 


_ briefly by way of explanation; and then, ac- 
cording to what I have chiefly in view in theſe . 
icctures, exhort you to examine yourſelves con- 
cerning the ſenſe you have of them; and how - 
{ar you improve and apply them to the benefit 


and comfort of your ſouls. 


We are told there are two ſacraments, and 


but two; that they were ordained by Chriſt him- 


ſeif; and are therefore neceſſary to ſalvation. _ 
Both becauſe they have the force of all other 


divine commands; and becauſe they are tokens 


and ſeals of God's covenant- and grace the 


eſpeclal means of aſſuring and conveying it to 
; and of our entrance into, and growth in, 
the ſpiritual life. But then you are to obſerve, 
i: is not ſail they are abſolutely, but only gene- 
90 that the wilful, 


rally, neceſſary to ſalvation, 
whether vicious, or careleſs neglect of them, 


will deprive us of the benefits of Chriſt's reli- 


gion, The fitneſs and propriety of them is be 


known to God; and to his wiſdom we muſt 


lubmit, If therefore he has appointed them for 
the trial, ſupport, and exerciſe of our faith; 


+> ſtanding memorials of his mercy, and a pub- 
1c dcclaration of our want of it, and truſt in 
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it; we are not at liberty to think the uſe © 
them indifferent, They are neceſlary in virtue 
of the inſtitution. And it will be in vain to ſay 
that they are in their own nature incapable of 
producing the effects which are aſcribed to them, 
What can the ſprinklin ng. with hyſop ſignify to 


my caſe? might a Jew! 
vertheleſs, the pſalmiſt, looking through ihe 
cover of the outward ceremony with the eye of 
faith, ſaw ſpiritual comfort in it; and embrace 

it as a token of his cleanſing from the inward 
leproſy of ſin. Compare Levit. xiv. 44+ 7. Plz 


li. 7. Thus Naaman did ſay, what virtue can 


there be in the water of Jordan more than an; 
other; and yet upon trial, he was cured of hi 


leproſy, 2 Kings A Ahd thus if it ſhould b 
alked, how can we be cleanſed from the _ 


ment of ſin by waſhing the whole body, 


ee any part of it, with water! 802 


can bread and wine be converted into the nou: 
riſhment of our ſouls ? The plain anſwer is, by 
the ſole will and power of God, taking effect 


through the ſign; not for any virtue of its own; 
but through one as well as another of God's ap- 


pointment. And he can inſtitute ſenſible tokens 
of the neceſſity of our being thus cleanſed and 


nouriſhed ; of our utter helpleſſneſs, and abſo- 
Jute dependance on his almighty. grace; as an 


act of ſtipulation on his part to apply it; and on 
ours to receive it. And what we think he 4 
thus inſtituted, our Church-catechiſm . declares 
to be generally neceſſary ; : that is, Where theſe 
facraments may be had ; and not fo as to ex- 


clude any from the hopes of ſalvation, who 
| ar 


leper 5275 ſaid. Ne- 
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are unavoidably_ hindered from partaking of 


nem. 


oy. Now for the inſtitution of Baptiſm by Chriſt 


* 


ioſcif, we refer to Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye 
ere and teach all nations, babtijing them in 


th: name of the Father, and of the You, and 0 
the Holy 6% The meaning of which words, 


as they may well be underſtood, according to 
the-original, is 


Jifeipleſhip, into SIE the hopes, privileges, and 


- enter all nations in a ate of 


powers of the Chriſtian covenant, BY 1 8 


thumy that is, by means of the outward, vibble 


12. And for the inward, ipiricual yy we 


rcler to 1 Cor. XxIi. 13. By INC pi it wecre ali bap- IP 


11-7 ute one bedy z that is, Chriſt, and his mem- 


; partaking of the fame lite by the ſame __ 


Cre And to Gal. iii. 17. 45 HON. as have 
1: baptiſed into Chriſt, have put on Chrift- 
ſonſhip and holineſs; what he was himſelf, 


what he will be again in us; whenever we are 


io 11ined ta the Lord, as to be one jpirit with him, 
1 10 Or. vi. 17. | | 


And if any doubt can remain of. Chriſt's 
mcaning as the uſe and perpetual continuance of 


ba ptiſm, we read in the Act of the Apoſtles, 
{12+ it was their conſtant. practice to baptiſe thoſe 


0m they converted, We know alfo with in- 


Mg certainty that it was continued on from 
them, through all ſucceeding ages; and in the 


primitive times adminiſtered with a ſolemnity, 
ch ſhews their ſenſe of its importance, and 


the great ſtreſs they laid upon it. And to con- 


vince 


* y 


1 
| 
* 
1 
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8 1 5 
vince us farther, how neceſſary and indiſpenſa- 
ble it is; and that no graces, or endowments 
can ſuperſede the uſe of it; we find that 5:, 
Pieter baptiſed Cornelius and bis company, even 
after they had received the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Acts x. 47, 48. TS 


Suppoſe now a perſon fully ſatisfied about the 
neceſſity of baptiſm, and yet in doubt concern 
ing the caſe of infants; I would aſk him, why 

he ſhould entertain a thought of excluding 
them? Conſidering that neither Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles did; and that God expreſly commanded 
the children of the Jews to be circumciſed, 
Which at once cuts off all the arguments that 
Can be alledged for the unfitneſs, or incapacity 
of infants being admitted into covenant with 

God; and ſhews that though repentance and 
faith are neceſſary qualifications of baptiſm. to 
_ thoſe who are capable of them, yet the want of 
them is no neceſſary diſqualification of thoſe who 
are not, any more than the want of a full 


knowledge and belief of the religion of Moſes 


was to the children of the Jews. If it ſhould 
be ſaid that there is a poſitive command for one, 
and not for the other; the anſwer” is, there 

needed none. As baptiſm came'in the room of 
circumciſion, without any excluſion of infants, 
it is natural to ſuppoſe that no change was in- 
tended as to them. Becauſe if there had, it 
would have been neceſſary to guard againſt a 
miſtake as to their cafe, by an expreſs prohibi- 


tion; eſpecially as it was the cuſtom” at that 


But 


time to baptiſe the chilaren of Jewiſh" proſelytes. 
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CO 
* : 3s there is no ſuch prohibition our Church 
dec lares with good warrant [Art. 27,] “ That 


the baptiſm of young children is in any wiſe to 
be retained : Seeing that, in St. Paul's phraſe, 


tho children of Chriſtian parents are clean, or 


holy , I Cor. vii. 14. that is, capable of enter- 
into a ſtate of relative or covenant holineſs, 
Thich, by the way, is a very pertinent ſcrip- 
Ws ;n{tance of the baptiſing of children, It 
being hard to ſay how they could he clean, or 
but firſt by being capable of ſuch a ſtate; 
and then received into it by the proper rite ol 
zimifion, We know the child of a Jew would 


| not have been . holy without circumciſion, 


But now the great diſfulty is fill to come, 


Whether baptiſm. was ordained bs Chriſt, as 
the ſtanding method of admitting "al perſons 
into a ſtate of diſcipleſhip : Whether the grace 
a God in Chriſt is thereby ſigned and ſealed to 
Whether infants are to be received to a parti= 
cipation of this grace, Or no: Yet what can it 
proht thoſe, who have no experience of ſuch ef- 


{ct in themſelves? And what does it ſignify | 


which fide of theſe queſtions relating to baptiſm 


they hold, who do not conſider the end, and look 
after the dene :ts of it! F. 


Did you e ever put this important 3 to 
yourſelves" which all ſects and denominations 
are equally concerned in, and muſt anfwer truly 
upon the peril of their ſouls —— Have I attained 
ba he new birth « unto to righteouſneſs ? I know vo 
anſwer 


1741 


-anſwer will be, 7 Hoe ſo. But then do not 
hope againſt all reaſon, and with the ſtrongeſt 
appearances to the contrary; with nothing about 
you but the marks of carchelf eſs and a worldly 
ſpirit. Surely where all is at ſtake, there is but 
too much need to fay to all, Be not deceived, 

If you are a ſerious man, come to the trial. 

What is your hope grounded on? Is it upon 
your baptiſm, and Chriſtian profeſſion ? or up- 
on an honeſt, ſober life, and fair carriage in the 
eye of the world 7 or great ſtrictneſs in the out- 
ward form of religien ? If it is grounded upon 
55 yy or all of theſe put together, without ſuch 

a change of your wars. man, as makes you 

ſeek earneſtly aſter God, as your portion, aid 7 
brings you to him through faith, and longing 


for his promiles ; 3 know for certain that you. : 
come thort of the matter, that is, according to BY 
Chriſt, of falyation, See Jo. Ii. 3. 1 Pet. , 4 
22— 25. „„ 0 


It is true you will fad: thouſarids ready to join 
with your deceitful hearts, in darkening and ex- 
plaining away this capital ſerpture- doctrine of the 
new-birth, But I ſay again, be not deceived. It 8 
is nothing leſs than the power of God put fort WF . 
upon the ſoul & to raiſe it to-a ſtate of ſpiritual f 
| _ growth, | "111 

S W 

* Eph, i. TH 125 20, That ye may e 7 75 
the ex, eeding greaineſs of his power to us ward who , 8 
liewe according to the working of his mighty power, awhich 
i wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him 2 the dead, 
and ſet him at his on right os in the heavenly places. 
Words ſo weighty, as not eifily to be explained, Ne. 5 


W take the ſenſe of Fm as "thus given by th: 
learned. 
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growth, working, and feeling; or, reſtoration 


from the fall to that life, which was his image 


in man at the firſt; and which alone is capa- 


ble of reaching after him; of being united to 
him, and living with him to eternity. All the 


powers of fleſh and blood, that is, of man in his 


geſhly, earthly ſtate, are utterly inſufficient for 
this purpoſe. And if you take never ſo much 
pains to adorn your outward man with a civil, 


and even ſaint-like behaviour; or think that 
any thing is converſion, but converſion of the 


whole man by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 


you utterly , miſtake your caſe, and will be in 
danger of rejecting your remedy. And when L 
peak of converſion, take notice again, that L 


do not mean it only ef the converſion of noto- 


rious ſinners; as if none but ſuch were called 


to it. But of ſuch converſion as is neceſſary _ 
er all, who never ſaw their own miſerable un- 


worthineſs ; and conſequently, have not yet ap- 


oled in good earneſt to Chrift, as the only ſa- 
dure of all mankind, the beſt and the worſt, 


- learned Dr. Hammond. ce Diſcerning thoroughly the in- 


kniteneſs of his power that hath been engaged in this 


. work towards us believers, in ſubduing our enemies, 


, and death the puniſhment of ſin; and raiſing us 
ners firſt to a new, and then to an eternal life. Which 
as a work of the ſame omnipotence with that he firſt 
*videnced in that miraculous raiſing of Chriſt from the 
zrave, and exalting him to the higheſt degree of glory 


ent to himſelf in heaven; an emblem and eſſay of the 


nethods which he hath now uſed toward us, by the 
preaching of the Goſpel to raiſe us from the grave of ſin 
': « new Chriſtian life, and from thence to a glorious 


eternity.“ N | 
Wo | Call 


„ 
1 


Call our great work under Chriſt, and his ſpirit, 
_ Converſion, Regeneration, or Faith and Obedience ; 
and let the foundati ion of it be laid when, and 
how it will, certain it is that the Goſpel calls 
us to it, offers to work it in us, and that it muſt 


"1:74 4 


of all neceflity take lade! in us. And 1 pray 
God convince thoſe of their miſtake, who think 
they are in the new birth for having been bap- 


tiſed, and leading orderly lives wich reſpect to 
men, but do not know what it is to repent, and 


turn to God; and never came to Chriſt, as an 
inward Favicon, taking away the guilt of their 


fins, and purifying their hearts by Saith. Acts 
NV. 6. XX. 21. AXV1. 20. 


Are you. then aware of this, as 4 matter of 


the utmoſt importance and principally to be at- 


tended to in the ſpiritual, deep ſearching reli- 
gion of Chriſt; viz. "That a great change, called 
here in our Catechiſm, A death unto ſin, and a 
new birth unto righteoufneſs, muſt paſs upon every 
ſoul of man? And that it can be ſought after 
only in Repentance, or an humbling knowledge of 


our ſtate and nature; and received by Faith as 


the work of God in all, and the gift of God to 


all? Did you ever aſk yourſelves what the death 
_ unto fin, and the new birch unto righteouſneſs 


are? Do you take the Scripture for your guide ; 
and conſult it carefully to know what is the 
meaning of theſe deep expreſſions; and what 
cauſe there 1s for ſuch a thorough converſion 1n 
all, as can only be effected by the power of 


God ? and which is to all intents and purpoſes 
a new birth ? as it brings on a new ſtate and 


life j 
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Ex 6 


tre... 


0 and confers a new nature, attended with 


{rom under the dominion of Satan and our luſts; 


mean purſuits, and low attainments of the na- 
tural man, opens in our hearts the proſpect of 


Peavey. the def tre of heaven, and the powers 
f he -aven 


63932 4 


5 
I ay a again. Art you convinced of this as what 
: WH Gitin ruitheth the religion of Chrift from a ſtate 


1 merely natural, and from all other religions; 


and of the necelſity of attaining it? Knowing i in 
yourſelves that you neither have any claim to 
ation, or fitneſs for it, but as you are re- 
ccived into a ſtate of favour with God through 


7 alone merits of Chriſt, and made alive unto 


„in muſt come to the death in you ; ſo as that 


into righteouſneſs muſt prove itſelf, as every 
other kind of life does, by ſuch workings and 
i:clinations as are proper to it? That as a 
voridly heart and temper faſtens upon the world, 
is pleaſures or conveniences, with the full 
2v11t of its deſire ; ſo the new man in Chriſt, 
n neglecting his proper buſineſs in the world, 
nor refuſing ſuch coinforts and conveniences as 
5 conſiſtent with his main end, has neverthe- 
3 quite different things conſtantly i in view 
1d ſeeks the Kingdom of God, and the righte- 


D 2 8 oulnefs 


w thoughts, new judgments, new reſolutions, 
new hopes, new fears, new relifhes; and takes us 


and inſtead of the darkneſs, beggarly impotence, 


| Gol by his ſpirit. Do you believe indeed that : 


wur wills ſhall be turned againſt it, and your 
oye of it into hatred? And that your new birth 
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0261. 
ouſneſs thereof in the firſt place; ; ſtriving i in the 
power of divine grace againſt all his corruptions ; | 
praying earneſtly for ſtrength to do the will of 

God from the heart, and to be kept by the 
mighty power of God unto ſalvation. 


. 


But you ſay, does not this heavenly minded- 
neſs, this living unto God by his Spirit, make 
us neglect our families, and take us off from 
the duty of our callings? No. From all cark- 
ing anxiety it does, and muſt. But at the ſame 
time fixeth us in dependance upon, and reſig- 
nation to, God; and makes us more induſ- 
trious, more provident in an honeſt way, and 
more careful of duty to all, than we ſhould ; 
5 eee „„ 5 | 8 4 


5 Look well to your great concern, and the t true 
bent of your mind; and whatever time you give 
to God and your fouls (and you might well give 8 
aà great deal more than you do) you will fo forecaſt Ml by 
your buſineſs, as to loſe nothing upon a worldly 
account. Aſk a labouring man, what his heart is 4 
chiefly upon, when he is at work, tho' he does We 
not aw think of it? and he will anſwer upon Pla 
his family, and his home at night. If he cou'd 
anſwer as readily, pen God, his work would be FP 
as well followed. And fo will your's, tho' you 1175 
have your eye all the while upon the ſtraight ſn 
gate, Perhaps the perſon who makes this ob- as 
jection is a drunkard, or ſpendthrift, or an idle tha 
waſter of his time. But whoever he 1s, does Wn 
he bring all his time to account? Does he ſpend 8 

| | none 
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none of it in vanity? Does he conſider that 


eternity demands a reaſonable portion of it from 


him, and the ſteady application of his moſt ſe- 
rious thoughts? Whatever he may think, his 


ſoul is himfelf, and the well-being of it his 


14 


dern for it, it is to be feared he has too little. 


and by ſtanding off from the truth of reli, gion, 
and rejecting every thing that is good in it, 


pon a pretence that it will engroſs too much 


of his time and thoughts, and be a hindrance 0 


him in his worldly affairs; he bears witneis 


a5ainſt himſelf, that he is in Oy and can- 


not yet diſcern good won: evil. 


Bat form in feed very many, "alledge: furs 
ther; Does not our Church ſay, that we are 
regencrate, and born again in baptiſm? And 

what, need then is there to look for the new 


birch any where ele? But can thoſe who: ſay 


[1115 ſuppoſe that the end of baptiſm is attained 
by all, or the greateſt part of thoſe who are ad- 
mitt ed to it in their infancy? And that what is 
done for us then cannot be undone let us live as 
we pleaſe? Does not our church teach us as 
plainly what is the duty, as the privileges of. 
oſe who are baptiſed ? That we ſhould follow - 
example of our Saviour Gbrift and that as he 


lied, and was buried, and r 
ould we who are baptiſed, 
gain unto righteouſneſs ? 


oſe again for us, ſo 
le from in, and riſe 


ith 3 And that every one 1s indiſpenſably 
MY bound 


all, If he is afraid of having too much con- 


Does it not tell us, 
the requitites to baptiſm are Repentance and 
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bound to look well to theſe qualifications in 


himſelf? And is not this telli ing us that we run 
the hazard of loſing all, if we do not? Take 
heed therefore of miſtaki king, and abu :fing your 


baptiſm. Look upon it a the token and ſeal of 
God's mercy to you in Chrilt ; ; waſhing you from 


your. fins in his Blocd, Rev. j. 5. But tet not 


ſin reign in your mortal bodies, Romans vi. 12. 


As it does ac cording to the whole tenor of Scrip- 
ture, notwith tandi!: g all the accompliſhments 


ot the old man, *till you have a new being in 

Chriſt; and can ge forth in the flrength of the 

Lord God, and make 1.ention of his righteouſneſs © 
enly, Pfalm Ixxi. 16. Make not your bip- 


tiſm a pretence for fanding ſtill in your Chriſtian _ 


courſe; or for being as the heathens who fn 


not Ged, 1 Tneſſalon. i iv. 5. that is, who knew 
nothing of him but by the bare light of nature; 
and therefore do not know him in the only way 
in which he can, and defires to be known by 


us, as the God and Father of our ſpirits; 57/5 
ing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, Ephe- 
ſians i. 3. In whom alone we are accepted 
And quickening us by his Spirit; that io we 
may be a willing people in the day of his power, 
Pſalm cx. 3. Making a free ſurrender of our 


hearts to him from a ſenſe of his love; flrength- 


ened with might in the inner man, Epheſians - 


iii. 16. and ſhewing forth the praiſes of him 1060 
hath called us out of darkneſs into his maren 


light, 1 Pet. 1 iii. 9. 


Nor 


751 


Naw unto him 10 is able to di exceeding 
izh pe, above all that we aſh or thin, ac- 
he, to the power, that <worketh in us; "Unto 


bo glory i 177 the Church by 51 fl Feſiis, th rough 


4 o24t / all, ages, world without end. Amen. Ephe- 
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LECTURE X. and XI. 


UR Catechiſm ſets before us theſe ſeveral 
things pe os the Sacrament of the 
Lord 5 Sup per. 1. That it was ordained for the 


continual e Moos of the ſacrifice of the 


death of Chriſt, and of the benefits which we 
reccive thereby. 2. That under the outward 
ſign of bread and wine is ſignified to us the 


body and blood of Chriſt. 3. Which is verily 
and indecd taken and received by the faithful. 
4. That our ſouls are ſtrengthened and refreſhed 


: by it, as our bodies are by the bread and wine. 


5. That it is required of all who come to the 


Lord's Supper, to examine themſelves concern- ” 


ing their repentance, faith, and cart. 


A ſhort. account of TY of theſe particulars 


be ſufficient for your underſtanding of 
| 8 ; and then I will addreſs my x to d.you in 


| the Way of exhortation. 


1. The Sacrament of the 1 Ripe ſo 


called from his appointing it at his laſt ſupper 


with his diſciples, «was ordained for the continual 


remembrance Y the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt. 
aul ſays, that thereby we might 


Or, as S.. 
ſhew the Lord's 4 till he come, 1 Cor. Xi. 26. 


that is, continually, by a ſolemn uſe of it, as 


a moſt ſacred part of Chriſtian worſhip, to the 
end of the world. T 1300s 1 as Chriſt, juſt before 


bis 


13 Sr + 1 
his death, ſummed up all the divine inſtructions 
of the Bible, and all his own, as it were in one 
creat point: And inſtead of the Sacrifices and 
Cer remonies both before and under the law, 

which all pointed to Him, inſtituted a viſible 
an and token of his body broken, and his 
| blood ſhed for us; to fix our eyes and hearts 
pon the precious means of our redemption, and 
-ive us a ſtanding aſſurance of our reconciliation 
with God by the blood of his croſs; ſo we 
ſtould ever remember, and be well aware of it, 
is the chief end of his coming ; the ground of 
_ vur hope and religion, as chriſtians : That we 
| ſhould ſee and confeſs the infinite evil, and |} 
_ damnableneſs of all fin, in this ſevere inſtance . 
God's diſpleaſure againſt it; and every one of . * | 
Is in particular that ſin in ourſelves, which 
ed the ſon of God to the croſs; and be ſo 
_ «fected with the ſenſe of his love in giving 
| himſelf to die for us, as to unite our hearts in 
. 3 ſacred bond of gratitude to him; and embrace 
al opportunities of teſtifying and confirming our 
| t5ith in his propitiatory death and ſacrifice; and 
expect all. ſuch benefits from this ſolemn rite - 
of commemoration, as it was intended to ſig- 


I nify, and 8 8 to us. Which we are hele 
3 to we 


* 
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1 . Is nothing leſs than hs body and blood of 
0 Cbriſt. Not in the bread and wine; as if they 
. were changed into the real ſubſtance of his body 
and blood; but under them; as a lively token 
* and  imilitude of what Chrift 3 is to all true be- 


D 3 lievers. 
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| lievers. Whoſe body and blood notwithſtand- 


ing. — | 


3. Are verily and indeed taken and rectived } by 


the faithful, You need not ſtumble at this ex- 
_ preſſion, if you call to mind what Chriſt him- 

ſelf ſo ſtrongly inculcates, and repeats fo often 
in the 6th chapter of St. John, viz. That except 
_ we eat his fieſh, and drink his blood, we have no 
life in us. Chriſt's fleſh and blood is himſelf 


And unleſs he is wrought into us, ſo as to be— 


come the ground- of all ſpiritual life in us, we 
are dead to the kingdom of heaven; and muſt 
tor ever continue ſo for want of that reſurrec- 


tion principle — to newneſs of life here, to a 
capacity of endleſs bliſs hereafter — which he 


is to all who are grafted. in him * faith. Sce 
I" XV. 1-8. 9 5 | 


35 that 'f our 8 had not taught us, that 


the faithful do truly, and to all ſaving purpoſes, 
receive the body and blood of Chriſt ; or Chritt 
himſelf, as the author of a new ſpiritual ; 

the father of a heavenly nature in us, as Adam 


was of the earthly—— underſtand it by and with 


the ſpirit, which comes with him, and is inſe- 


parable from him—— it would have concealed 


from us a very important, and awakening point 
of our religion. When we know that in our 
| beſt eſtate we are altogether vanity ; and have 
nothing in ' ourſelves but death and corruption, 


till the Son of God bids us live; how natural 


. will it be to cry out, Wh etched man! who jha!! 


deliver 


[83] 


dilimer me? Romans: vii. 24. And to ſay with 
Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt 


the words of eter nal life, John . 68. 


1 would not be under ed a8 f I 5 
on what Chriſt ſays, 7%n chap. vi. of eating 


; fleſh and drinking his blood, was meant only 


2 a ſacramental eating and drinking 3 or as if 


chere was no time and way of receiving life from 


aim, but by the partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per. For as he is firſt recived by faith, ſo the 

ſc of a chriſtian is a continual feeding on him, 
and growth by him. And I verily believe, 


po Es TW TI YR or any 6s Wie LR, PWT LR ener 


whoever thinks chiefly of Him as his Daily 


Tad, when he ſays the Lord's Prayer, aſks- 
_ nothing but what Chriſt directed us to 7 pray; 


for, and ntends to Sive. 


But then; as he: inſtituted this alter for 


memorial of his death and paſſion, and of all 
the benefits we receive by him: As the bread 
broken, and wine poured out, is a lively em- 
blem, or ſpeaking picture of his body broken, 
and blood ſhed for us: And being taken into 
bur mouths, and converted into "the nouriſn- 
ment of our bodies; of the ſpiritual nouriſhment- 
we draw from him; and as we do then: more 

becially, and in the moſt ſolemn manner pro- 
f. is our faith in, and dependance upon, him 
tor all his benefits-: we therefore believe, with 


700d reaſon, that the conſtant devout uſe of this 
icrament is not only neceflary. i in virtue of the 
gad — Do this in remembrance of me; but 
that it has an R bleſling attend- 


ing 
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ing it; brings us to a nearer union with Chriſt; 


increaſes our r graces 3 and in a more | eſpecial 
manner,. 


4 thens and refreſhes our Souls 1 ; AS our 


GE are by the bread and wine. It is ſo apt a 
ſimilitude, and ſo eafily Anderton that it is 
necdleſs to multiply words to explain it. Only 


fix it deeply in your minds once for all, that 1 
the body is fitted to receive its proper nouriſh- 
ment, and muſt die for want of it; fo by be 


fall we haye loſt the image, or life of God in 
our ſouls ; and muſt have it reſtored to us in 


Chriſt. And when i is reſtored, it muſt be 
maintained, and kept up by continual ſupplies 


rom him; and by a due preparation of our | 
hearts and ſouls to receive him. 


5. Corfoler therefore that it 1s | utc of 


them who come to the Lord's Supper, to examine 
themſelves whether they repent them truly of their 


: former fins, fledfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new 


life ; whether they have a lively ſenſe in God's 


mercies in Chriftl, with a thankful remembrance of 
his death ; and be in charity with all men ; that 


is, whether they have indeed any ſpiritual life 
in them? Of which, repentance, faith, and 


charity are unqueſtionable ſigns. And where- 


ever they are real, can proceed from no will, 


wiſdom, or ſtrength of our own, but are un- 


 doubtedly the work of God's ſpirit in us. Joln 
XV. 5. Fbil. Th 13. 


f Under. | 
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Underſtand then, that Repentance is a con- 
tinual, humbling ſenſe and apprehenſion of our 
ſtate and nature, as diſpleaſing to God before 
our converſion, and effectual calling; and, at 


the beſt, always imperfect: 


| That it is a knowledge and belief of fin, as 
the greateſt of all evils ; as our curſe and death; 


the cauſe of our ſeparation from God; and ex- 
poſing us to a ſentence of eternal damnation : 


That it is true inward ſhame and concern, 
act only for all our open wilfu] ſins; but alfo 
or the dreadful alienation of our hearts from 


Jod, as the greateſt of all fins, and the root of 
Ill ſin in us: p 


And that therefore it is not only a turning 


from fin, but turning to the Lord; not only a 
ſorſaking of one or more groſs ſins, merely be- 


cauſe of the miſchiefs and inconveniences the 


bring upon us in this world; in which ſenſe 
many turn from ſin in ſome degree, who never 


turn to the Lord; but an earneſt deſire and will 


t© have the bent of our hearts changed from 


carth to heaven, from the world to God, 


Underſtand that Faith in one meaning of the 


= word is a belief of the bible, as God's method 
of delivering us from ſin; and the revelation of 


{15 will for our ſalvation : 


In another, it is our acceptance of, and 
cloſing with, this method; from a full con- 


viction 


— — — — 
- „ ; 


it: 


861 


viction of the expedience and neceſſity of 


In . meaning of the v ord, and that 


the moſt material, and what our catechiſm 
here chiefly fixeth our thoughts upon, it is 4 
lively fenſe of God's mercy in Chrift; that is, 


of our being reconciled to God through Chriſt, -- 
working at "the root of all we do; fixing us. 

in love, and hearty obedience to him, and 
bringing on a. change of our tempers and af- 

tections. e 1 85 5 


And Charity is a gracious ſpirit of love to all 
mankind ; prompting. us upon all occaſions to 
forbear, and forgive ; to pity our fellow crea- 
tures, and help them in their diſtreſſes; ſo to 
hate the ſins of all, as to hate the perſons of 


none; but to do all the good we Can to the 


fouls and bodies of all men. 


But t! hough [ have told you what repentance, 


faith, and charity are; and ſhewed you the 


mark which all true r are continually: 


: aiming at; yet I do not think that none ſhould © 


come to the communion but ſuch as are poſ- 
ſeſſed of theſe qualifications in the higheſt, or in 
a very high degree. Sincere . repentance, and 
turning to God undoubtedly there muſt be ; be- 
cauſe, without it, there is no poſſibility of com- 
ing to Chriſt for che ſorgiveneſs and renova- 
tion that is by him. But then our faith in 
him, though weak, and ſometimes aſſaulted 
With doubts and fears, may nevertheleſs be a 

true 


true faith. And our charity, or love, though 


it does not come up to St. Paul's deſcription of 


it, 1 Cor. xlii. may be in a erowing ſtate, If 


none were to come to the ſacrament but thoſe 


who are abſolutely perfect, none muſt come. 
It was ordained for our confirmation, and im- 
provement in theſe, and all other graces; that 


therein we might remember Chrift as the au- 


hor and finiſher of our faith, and put in our 
claim to his benefits; not by a declaration of 


our perfection, but by pleading our weakneſs 


2nd unworthineſs before him; as we then do 
in an humble confeſſion of our ſins. And there- 
ore God forbid that any who have found out 5 


their ſin and their Saviour; and deſire to be 


ound in him, that they may not only be re- 
huted, but made, holy by him; and wiſh as 

much to be delivered from the power, as puniſh- 
ment of fin; I ſay again, God forbid that they 


8 Would be hindered, or hinder themſelves, from 
CC ming to the holy communion. 


I would now cloſe al have to ſay to you at 
is time upon the catechiſm, with calling upon 
au to examine yourſelves concerning your will- 
e and preparation to receive the ſacrament 

often as you have opportunity; to conſider 

gur diſpoſition in this matter, as a teſt of your 
chriſtianity z; and fo far an infallible mark to 


judge of your religious ſtate by, as that in the 


want of it you cannot be chriſtians. . Chriſt 
you know, commands it; St. Paul tells us, that 
115 ſhewing, this manner of ſetting forth the 
Lord's 
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ciſed by it. 


lively ſacrifice unto God: 

part of it, which Chriſt himſelf Jays ſo pecu- 

_ har a ſtreſs upon as to make it the badge of our 
diſcipleſhip, and love to him, viz. charity, or. 
and devout applica- 
tion to the throne of grace for ſtrength to do 
the will of God from the heart, in virtue of, 
our union with Chriſt, and by power derived 

from him : theſe, I fay, are the great points of 
this ordinance z * the bleſſings or the buſineſs of 
- tho | | | 


x us 


Lord's death, and declaring our faith in it, 18 


to continue to the world's end. The chief 


| points of chriſtian knowledge are contained in 


it; our privileges, our duties, our comforts, 
are therein ſignified, and conveyed to us. 
ahr. Mian covenant, the chriſtian faith, the chriſti- 


an obedience, the chr! iftian prayer, are ſummed 
up and reprelented in it; enforced, or. exer- | 
code nant of peace to man- 


God's 
kind in the blood of his ſon : our feaſting at 


his table, in token of our faith in him, and Ge- 
pendance upon him, for the pardon of our ſins, 
and our acceptance with God : the offer and 
preſentation of our obedience, of ourſelves, our 


fouls and bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and 


unfeigned, univerſal love: 


Can you call yourſelves chriſtians, and yet 
think this ſacred action of eating bread 2 


drinking wine in remembrance of Chriſt ; 


which all God's mercies are confirmed to - 
and we make a tender to. him of the beſt we 
have, our FePentanee, our r faith, our thank- 


ful nels, 


The 


eſpecially in that : 


1 


ulnefs, our purpoſe of obedience, our earneſt 


h ire of reconciliation to, and union with, him, 


and through Chriſt Jeſus; I ſay, can you 
think it of ſo little importance, as that . 
gay turn your backs upon it when you pleaſe ? 


authority of heaven, and is the command of 


name! True it is, that very few in this, and 
other pariſhes, are conſtant communicants; 


EI es as it comes to you ſtaniped with the 


zur dying Saviour? Alas! who can look upon 
g he fate of things amongſt us without grief and 


| much the greateſt part of thoſe who do come 
5 te the ſacrament, oftener abſenting; young 
| p*r(ons and ſervants generally thinking thenr- 
5 des unconcerned in it; and ſome dying with- 
t having ever received it at all. Brethren, 
how „ expreſs my concern for your negli- 
0 0 Ce in this matter, or find words to reprove 
a ' If this is not darkneſs in the midſt of goſpel 
4 gh iznocance of Chriſt, and rent. dead 
of (5 in a e what is wy 
a You have no doubt of. the neceſſity and TY 
x 1t 07 remembering the death of Chriſt in the 


nner he hath ordained; you condemn thoſe | 
Who reject this ſacrament z and yet, when you 
1 invited to it, refuſe to come. Is not this 
9 ing witneſs againſt yourſelves, that you 


but little ſenſe and belief of the blefling of 
4 *c:leemer ; that you are ftill unconverted, 
1 under the dominion of a worldly ſpirit ; 
and e other things a great deal more than 
the talvation he hath wrought. for Rue: If fin 


vas. 


3 


FF nes. ee. 2 a rn. — — — * 
— — ä — — + _— * = = = 


nm at — 2 


1 554 


was a trouble, and a burthen to you, could 
you flight any means or opportunity of being 


_— 
— 


aſſured of the pardon, and delivered from th: 


power of it? Is Chriſt precious to you, and the 
bent of your heart towards him, and can you 


bear the thoughts of leaving it to others to 


feed upon his moſt precious body and blood“ 
Can you know and believe that all your hopes 
are treaſured up in him; and that if he does 
not ftand. herwixt the wrath of God and your 


ſins, you mult periſh; and yet when he cal! 
you to ovn him, and be owned by him, » q 
receive freſh ſupplies of ſpiritual life at bi: 


hands, deliberately and often turn away from 


him; If you had an eſtate made over to YOu, 


upon the condition of performing and repeat- 


ing a certain action, expreſſive of your love 
and gratitude to the donor of it ; and had reaſon 
to believe your title to it would be rendered 


precarious by a neglect of performance; which 


of you would ever neglect, or omit it? And 
if you did, would it not be a proof that you 
were indifferent in the matter, and in the 
main unconcerned about it? If Chriſt hath 
delivered us from eternal damnation, and pur- 
chaſed our title to the heavenly inheritance 
with his blood: and appointed this ſignificant 
action of eating bread, and drinking wine to- 
gether in remembrance of him; to engage out 
affeRtions to him; to ſhew us the abſolute ne- 


_ ceflity of receiving life and nouriſhment fro 


him, and his purpoſe of giving it to us: can 
you perſuade yourlelves, mak you are in 800 
| earneſt 


„ — 


T 919 
-:rneft ſecking after his dene or deſiring his 


races, When you will not vouchſafe to look 
upon t ns ſenſible token aud pledge of them, 


dained by himſelf ; and neglect ſo many op- 


2nd [CCUrINg your title to them 7 


For the love of God, W REY conſider 
hat you are doing in the world. Examine 
. ür concerning your faith. If it was 
working at the root of your life, ſuch a beha- 
viour as this could never ſpring from it. And 

out faith, you may be honeſt, civil, and 

Friendly that is, good heathens, but are not 


_ - 200d chriſtians. O90 Rom, viii. 1——8. Heb. 
ate Al. 6. Jeon 1 Toh 6 

0% i | | 
fon Ml. And for want of that feith, ile brings 
ered us hungring and thirſting to Chriſt, and eſpe- 
nich dlally in the way of this ordinance, pretences 
And ar. „alles under the name of ſeruples, for 
vou „ aining from it, which are never to be ſa- 
the cl, 1 very believe that, few initances ex- 
hath copted,. they may all be refolved into ignorance 
pur- of Chriſt, and of our want of him; and ſecret. 
tance uny illingneſs to cloſe with him. And as to 
cant wait many alledge of buſineſs, and want of 
e to- time to prepare themſelves as they ought; let 
e out them be exhorted to prepare themſelves as much 
e ne- 25 they pleaſe, by a careful inſpection into the 


from late of their fouls, as our church directs. 
nchen let them be told, that thoſe who truſt 
you oul; l in Ohriſt, and long to know more of him, - 

1 | and 


portunities of putting in for your ſhare of them, 5 


| 
k 
4 
f 
+» 
| 
4 
4 
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and to be alive unto God by him, are never 


unprepared. And that without this faith and 


_ deſire, and actual turning to God according 
to the Goſpel, all other preparations are Vain; 
proceed from miſtake, and ſhut them up in 
blindneſs and deluſion. And whoever they are 


who come to the ſacrament without having, or 


defiring to have, an intereſt in Chriſt, we ate 
fo far from encourrging them in it, that we 
declare aloud it does not belong to them; and 
cannot help beſeeching them not to mock God, 


and deceive themſclves any longer. For «! 


they do by their ſhameful abuſe of this moſt 
| ſacred act of chriſtian Nie is to bring dif- 
grace upon the name and religion of Obrit; 
and put a fatal bar in the way of their own 
converſion ; by thinking they are entitled © 


the dete of worthy receivers, when they are 
utterly unqualified for hom, - and do not indecd 
deſire them. 


And I do in concluſion once more beſcech 


you all, dearly beloved, by your hopes of 


mercy, to conſider and digeſt the inſtruction 
contained in our church-catechiſm under the 


ſeveral heads of the chriſtian covenant, faith, 
_ ebedience, prayer, and ſacraments ; that ſo you 


may examine the ſtate of your hearts by it. 
The 


— 


CE ß 2 Ate A I I OLNEY 
* * 


%%% ih 
ert 7h: lot of the lower part of mankind would 
nd be hard indeed, if, as they are but too apt to , 
ng medge, they could not underſtand this, and 2 
n; other neceſſary chriſtian inſtruction. ut 
in ict me obſerve to you again, if they do not, 1 
are it is becauſe they are not yet poor in ſpirit, ang 
or i not underſtand the truth of their condi- 
are ton, For till this is known, neither rich, nor 
we W :oor, are capable of knowing any thing truly 

of Chriſt, and his religion; they can only 
0d, prate about it, and turn it into an empty form. 
bes full as hard with a learned man to un- 
noſt W derſtand how he is by nature born in fin, ang 
dil receive the kingdom of God as a little child &, ' 
wt; as it does with any of you. But the work of 
wn grace in all muſt be laid deep in this convic- 
I. to tion. And by it, and by the Spirit of God iy 
working with it, the bleſſings of the Goſpel |} 


v1] ſoon be perceived by every man to be as | 


| uitable to his caſe, as meat and drink is to jt 
him when he is hungry and thirſty, and as 
eacerly ſought after. He will not only under- 


_- 19 ——_ = 
A wet ent” A” — 
— Aa a” 


Note 1. Little children, or infants, have but one 
petite, know what they want, and can be quieted 
wit) nothing elſe, do what you will to them. 2. 
Young children have every thing to learn; are inca- 
pable of ſtriking out a rule of conduct for themſelves ; | 
ai receive what is taught them with undiſputing ſim- 
piicity, O! that it were once ſo with us! Conſider 
Plalm eki. and 1 Petr j. EG: 11 


* 5 
8 i , 
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ſtand, 
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| ſtand, but pray + his catechiſm devoutly. ts 
will beſeech God, as for his life to confirm to 1 


him his covenant of peace in Chriſt. To efta- . 


bliſh him in the faith of Father, Son, and 


Holy Gioſt ; and preſerve him in faithful de- , 


pendance on the ever bleſſed Trinity for the b 
work of divine grace in his ſoul: to love God 


29 — 


with all his heart, &c. and his neighbour az 
himſelf : to know his own weakneſs more and 
more ; and be ſtirred up to cry mizhtily to 


the Lord for help; to live up to his baptitm, 
by dying to fin; and to remember Chriit's. 
death in the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


not only as his ranſom from death, but as the 


price with Which he has bought him into his 


ſervice; that he may glorify Ged in his body, an 


in his ſpirit, which are God's. 1 Cor. vi. 20 
And not live unto him elf, but unte him wh 


died fer him, and roſe again. 2 Corinthian: 
© 6 

And let us all pray continually, that 77 

God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of glry, 


may give unto us the ſpirit of vid, n and ride. 


lation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of 9 


a being . that We 74% 


+ See Diſhop Kemii's Profiice of Divine 3 3 which 


is an expoſition of the Church Catechiſin 1 in a continued 


ſtrain of rapturous devotions. 
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the riches of the glory of bis tube: 
Jaints; and what is the exceedi ng greatneſs of his 
wer to us ward who believe, according to the 


[95] 


o what 75 the hope of his calling, and what 


working of his mighty power \ which he c ) 
Ae 5 . | E 
in Ghrift Jeſus when he raiſed kim from the dead. 


Eph. 1. 1 7----20. Amen. 
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1 Am ſenſible it may be objected to 


this little piece, that in the main 


it is too high for the capacities of thoſe 


to whom it is chiefly addreſſed, and 
that if none can be admitted to Confir- 


mation with leſs knowlege than is here 


recommended, few or none muſt be 


admitted, To which I anſwer, that I 
would not be ſo underſtood. But then 
J] muſt obſerve, that all Catechiſms or 
inſtructions, ſuppole j ignorance in thoſe 


who are to be inſtructed ; and whate- 
ver their knowlege, or capacities are 


at preſent, the only way to improve 


them is to ſet Chriſtian truth fairly be- 
fore them without diſguiſe or conceal- 
ment, in dependance on the ſpirit's 


bleſſing. And I had alſo another view 


im it, viz. that my pariſhioners by 
having 1 in their hands the rule, or ge- 
neral heads, of my preaching to them, 


by it, 


Rc AN 


might be the better enabled to profit 
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p XERCISE 


CONFIR (MATION, 


N V 9 25 was you n 1 

| A. When I was an infant, and 
did not know what Was done for | 

me, 

WO. What was you then baptiſed for! . 

Ai. For the pardon of Original ſin, and that 
I might be intitled to the benefit of what Chriſt 
did and ſuffered for me, by being received into 
covenant with God through him. 

Q. Will your Baptiſm be of any benefit to 

_ you, unleſs you ratify it by your on choice, 

and take the engagements you then entered 

into upon yourſelf, when = come to years of = 

diſcretion t 4 4 


* J. No. 


— OR, 
_— 


. In Ge 2 2r Ranr es, Os, 


— 


102] 
A No, | | 


Q. When are y more particularly called 
upon to do this ? 


A. When the Biſhop gives notice for Con- 
firmation, and I am warned by the Miniſter of 


my pariſh to prepare myſelf for it. 
Q. What if you flight this warning, and 
refute to confirm your Baptifmal Covenant in 


your own perſon, when you are called upon to 
do it? | 
A. I flight. the good order of the Church to 
which 1 belong, and the authority ef my 
lawful Superiors, * if not in effect my Bap- 


tiſm, and the e and P of a 
_ Chriſtian, 


Q. What are the bleſſings and privileges 
you | ſpeak . 


A. The pardon 0 all ny th Ins, the bleſſed $p1- 
rit to guide and confirm me in the way of holy obe- 
di ence, and the promiſe of eternal life, . 
5 „Are you willing to be a Chriſtian, and 

to put in your claim to theſe bleſings ? 


* NoTr, ben 1 fay fight, and. refuſe, 1. mean 
from thoughtleſs, graceleſs unconcern, wilfully per- 
ſifted in; and do not hereby intend to raiſe fears and 
ſcruples in the minds of any who may have been ad- 
mitted to the Communion without Confirmation, as if 
they wanted ſomething neceſſary to the Being of a 


Chriſtian ; though it would be much better if the direc- 
tion or command at the end of the order for Confirma- 


tion was obſerved, viz. There ſhall none be admitted to _ 


the communion until ſuch time as he be confirmed, or be 
* and defirous to be co fir med. 


4 


1 L 
IJ. I am; and with the help of Almighty 
God ſincerely purpoſe to be ſo. 35 
Q. Then if you had not already been bap- 


ed into the name of Chriſt, you would be 
-zptiſed WS: 


A. I would. 1 5 
'Q. And dread above: all things to think F: 


of lving and dying without an intereſt | 
him? 


£ I ſhould: = , 
And make haſte to be received into cove- 
ant go God? 
A. I would, 
8 And endeavour to mdz api prac- 
b he expects, and requires from you 7 
1. Ves; on pain of forfeiting whatever he 
-romiſes to do for me, and beſtow on me. = 
Nou ſaid one of the bleſſings and privi® | 
v8 of a Chriſtian is pardon f ail fins; docs © | 
not God hate fink? 43-4 
A. Ves; the wrath o Gal is et P | 13 
ven 3 all ungodlineſs and ae — 
men. Rom. i. 18. 1 
"© For what conſideration does God pardon ; 
| ſin ? | 
4. The death of Chriſt. ” 7 laid on blow 
1 iniquity of us all, Iſaiah liii. 6. He made 
hm ta be fin for us, "who knew no ſin; that we 
might he made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 
> Cor. v. 2x. ; that is, God made him a fin- ; 
afering, or reputed and treated him as a fin | 
ner, and punulied the ſins of all mankind. 3 | 
him, Rs 1 = 


4 Q Does 


r 0 0 AA . e 3546 OY cis 
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Does not this ſhew us in a glaſs the 
great evil of fin, and God's exceeding great 


natred of it, when it could be atoned with no 
leſs a ſacrifice than the death of his ſon ? 

. £- 8 
Q. Muſt you repent oh and Arive ee 
all in; 

ee, e 

Q. Will God paidon'y you if you do not * 

„ 

Q. Well now, conſider; ; does God receive 
vou to pardon and favour for the merit of your 
down repentance? _ 

. Nog: but for the fake of Chriſt's dy- 


ing for my ads. and through his alone me- 


rits. : 


| great. a benefit! 


4. By Faith. 
Q. What is faith? 


A. A perſuaſion. of the heart, wrought by 7 
che ſpirit of God, grounded on his promiſes, 
that all my {ins are forgiven me in Chriſt 


Jeſus. 


Then you believe, and are 1 


that "all men are ſinners, and can only be re- 
_ ceived to a ſtate of favour with 0s by for- 5 


_ giveneſs ? 
, 
Q. Do any receive his forgiveneſs withous 
ſeeking after i it ? 


4. No. 


8 How do you come to be partake: of fo 


Qi. Can 


2 
33 


ww 


in PÞ . 
& Can any ſeek after the grace of "Fe 


21veneſs, who are not convinced of the dam- 
nableneſs of all fin, according to Romans i. 18. 
and alſo ſenſible of the reality and guilt of their 


85 Own 5 


A. No. Romans. vii. 24. | conſidered with 
the fore oing verſes. TON ks 

Q. What is faith grounded upon ? 

A. The promiſes of God in his word. 

Q. Is faith your own work, and can you | 
eve it yourſelf? + 

A. No; it is the gift of God, and the work 
of his ſpirit in my heart. Matt. xvi. 17. John 

37. 44. Acls xvi. 14. 1 Cor. 1 1. 12. * 
| ' One xit. 3. Phil. i. 29. 

Q. What i is the effect and property of a true 

faith ?. | 1 
A it * the heart Acts Xv. 9. a 
_ werketh by love, Gal. v. 6. 

Q. What if you find no ſuch fruit, or effect 
of faith in yourſelf? -- 

A. Then I muſt conclude that my faith is 
very weak, or rather none at all, and that lam, 
in a dangerous condition of unbelief. 

Q, What is the condition of thoſe who live 
in unbelief? 
A4. Blindneſs in the underſtanding, per- 

erſeneſs in the will, and corruption in the 
beart, impenitence, worldly-mindedneſs, felf- 
deceit, and ſelf-confidence. For when it is 
id, Faith purifieth the heart, and worketh by 
love, and that the holy ſcriptures make us wiſe 

:nto ſalvation through faith which is in Chriſt. 


E 5 er, 


XY * +. ** 
rh nen G's 
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ef, 2 Tim. iii. 15. namely, as wrought in 
us, and kept alive by the ſpirit, the Pinan mean- 
ing is, that nothing elſe does. 


Q. What will be the ps of thoſe who | 


die | in unbelief? 
1 Damnation. Mark xvi. 16. For n 


Faith it is empoſfe be to leaſe God, Hebrews 


Xi. 6. 


2. You ſaid, another privilege 4 Chriſt- 
jans is the indwelling of the ſpirit, ts guide and 


confirm them in the way of holineſs < What is 


holineſs * 


A. A fincere purpoſe, and Feed wil to 


pleaſe God in the way of his commands ; and 


more eſpecially, renewal to the image of God 
I e iii. IO, 11, 


in love. Matt. v. 435 well 
23. „i 


Gor ? 
A. In his wh. 


Fhen if you are in earneſt in religion, 
pe truly defire to pleaſe God by doing his 
will, will you be a diligent reader of ſcrip- : 


ture ! 7 


1 Ye. 


Q. And give your heart to God i in the read- 


ing of it? 
A. Yes. 


of God for your ſalvation, and the only way 


in which you can be ſaved, with child-like ſim- 


plicity, and without ſetting up your own ann 
or rather Corus will againſt it? 
4. Yes. 


1 ) N N : Batu N 37 ain A W, N [i 1 N 1 7 i 
* \ 8 b 117711 Wi . 111 iin * 4 + \ i 
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Where muſt you look for the will of 


And receive it as the diſcovery 44 will 


in the 
mem 
truſtit 


4 


£197] 


4 Ves. 


And if you do not, thi is, if you eicher 
ne. dect the ſtudy of it, or refuſe to be governed 
by it, are you conv inced at once of being un- 
| cortcerned about your obedience, and your « own. 


heart muſt condemn os "OK 
e 
Q. Will your own fighteoaſneſs ſave you?” 


A. No; it is fo imperfect at the beſt, that it 
can never endure the ſeyerity of God's Judg- 


ment, 


Q. Upon what chen do you Fehn your 


hope of ſalvation? 


A. Upon the bee dee of faith in Chriſt | 


dying for my fins, and perfectly fulfilling of 


the law of God for all mankind ; therefore 


called the righteouſneſs of God, Rom. 1. 17 


deen He who beſt knows what righteouſneſs - 
3, what kind of it we muſt neceſſarily have to 


.ppear in before him; and where it is to be 
had, appoints, approves, and will accept it. I 


believe the Lord (Chriſt) is our righteouſneſs, 
Ter. xxiit. 6 that the juſt ſhall kve in newneſs 


of obedience here, eternally hereafter ----- by 
iath, Romans i. 17. that by grace we are Javed 


through faith, Eph. ii. 8. and only by the 
mercy of God in Chrif from firſt to laſt ; that 
Gs by one man's difobediente many were made n= 
ere, fo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
ighteous, Rom. v. 19. and I deſire to be found 


in that one, the man Chriſt Jeſus, as a true 
member of his body, not having, that is, not 


truſting in, or having nothing eiſe but —— my. 
Ss "0 . own. 


P ˙ !] re an ˙ ee I AE. 


May 


6401 righteouſneſs, but that which is through the 


faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs of which ts of 
God Q 6 atth, Phil. ili. 9. 


ut dos not this doctrine of ſalvation by 


Bro or as our Church expreſſeth it (Article 
| 11.) that we are accounted righteous before God 


_ only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour TFeſus 


Chriſt by faith, and not for our own works or de- 


ſervings, give encouragement to fin, and hope 
to ſinners, though they are careleſs of their 
obedience? ; 
A. No; God farbid;. On the contrary, it is 
God's own method of bringing us to the know- 
ledge of ſin, and fin to death in us, and the 
only thing in all the treaſures of divine wiſdom 
Which can do it; and when the love of God 
in the myſtery of man's ſalvation is manifeſted 


to, and opened in, the heart, it wins it over 
ſweetly to him with all its powers, binds us to 
him in an everlaſting, ſacred bond of gratitude, 
and fxeth us in the truth of obedience, in and 


from love, 1 Jobn iv. 19. 


Can you be ſaved Without a righteouſ 


neſs, or holineſs of your own? 

A. No; no more than I can be fred with- 
out ſalvation. God has called us unto holineſs, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 7. and Chriſt therefore gave himſelf 


for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


and purif;ato hin;ſelf a peculiar people zealous of 
good works, Titus ii. 4. And holineſs is fo 
neceſſary a part of a Chriſtian's character and 
of our reſtoration by Chriſt, ſo neceſſary to the 
-Neazth and peace of our minds, ſo neceſſary to 
our 


1 Kanute 


DN „rere 
* * 


[9]. 


our reward, and to qualify us for the en oy 


ment of Gad: that . re thinks to be ſaved 


"without it, without ſincere deſire of and delight 
in it, ſincere endeavour to attain it, and con- 


tinual progreſs in it, is a fool and an unbe- 
liever; and if he dies in this wretched ſelf-de- 


ceit, mercy is at an end with him for ever. 

Q. Is your duty to your neighbour, truth 
and fair dealing, tenderneſs of his reputation, 
kindneſs to him in his wants, and in general 
doing to others as you would they ſhould do to 


you, a neceſſary part of holinels ? 
A. Ves. 
Qt. Is your duty. to yourſelf, mails; tem- 


perance, ſobriety, chaſtity, and a due govern- 


ment of your 88 and paſſions, a Oy 3 
pa of hohneſs? ? 


. es. 


3 religious behaviour towards God, and 
the worthip of him in e and Privates a ne- 
_ cellary part of holineſs? 8 


„ 


0, Is all holineſs contained in theſe three 


particulars ? 


A. No; they are neither the whole. nor the 5 


| beſt part, nor the true n of Chriſtian . : 
N lines. 1 


Q. What then is wanting to complete it? 


A. The love of God in the heart, from a 
ſenſe of God's love tayus in Chriſt, Rom. v. 5. 
Or rather, it is this only which makes all other 
virtues virtuous, turns them into chriſtian graces, 
and is 4h grand ſecuritʒ for our e 
9 5 | hs 


* 
- < wg — — 2 > 


e 


and improvement in them, and right perform- , 


ance of every duty we owe to God or man. 
Q. if you want to be farther confirmed i in 


this deep but necefl ry truth, let St. Pau! teach 
you, 1 Cor. 13 chap. how inſignificant all other 


gifts, endow:n, ents, and actions are without a 


gracious ſpirit of love. And though the in- 
ſtances he gives are thoſe. of love to man, yet 


you are to take notice that it neceſſarily in- 
clues, is founded in, and can only flow from, 


the love of God; and that the great deſign of 
Chriſtianity is to recover and implant in the 


heart this loft principle of a true and living 


obedience, namely, the love of God. But tell 


me, can you make yourſelf thus holy ? 


A. 8 without Chrift I can av nothing, 5 


John XV. 5. I nuft be born again of the Spirit, 


_ John iii. Z arid be led by the Spirit, Rom. viii. 
13, 14. and be God's workmanſhip created in 


Chriji eus unto good works, Eph. ii. 10. 


Q. If it is the will of God that all ſhould _ 
come to newnels of life through Chriſt, by his * 


Spirit, why do not all attain to it ? 


A. Becauſe they are not- ſenſible of their 
want of it, do not dehre it in their hearts, and 


therefore neither do nor can pray for it. 


Q. Then thoſe who are aiming at bolinglh; . 
to be gin, preſerve, and increaſe it, mult do 5 


It the way of Prayer? ? 
A, Yes, 


> And need we any ober bidet of our being 
4 heather th, graceleſs, unconverted ſtate, 


nn our neglect of, and back wardnefs to prayer ? 
| A. No z 
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A. No; an awakened ſoul will as certainly 
and neceſſarily betake itſelf to prayer, as a hun- 
ery child cries for food, or a drowning man 


calls out for help. 


QQ. Will God give hi Holy Spirit to work 
repentance, faich and holineſs, in all that aſk 


it 


A. Yes ; ; aft, and it ſhall be given you ; ſeel, 
and ye ſhall find; knock, and it Hall be . to. 


you, Matt. vB. /, 11. Luke xi. 1, 13. 
Q. Why was the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper ordained ? 

A, For the continual remembrance of the 


ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, and of the be- ; 


8 achts which we receive thereby. 


Q. Are you at liberty to che hehe r you 
will remember Chriſt, and the ſacrifice of his 


4cath, in this manner, or no? 


A. No; ; _ Chriſt commands it, Matt. xxvi. 
art xiv. Luke xxii. 1 Cor.- xi. and it has 
the force of all other divine commands ; ; and if 
1 do not obſerve 2 I row. up my obe ience 


often! 5 
A. No; but as often as 1 have opportunity. 
* Does not this command of Chriſt carry 
{ome peculiar force in it more than others? 
A. Yes; it is his dying command. 


Q. Has it no other force, or obligation, par- 


ticularly reſpecting yourſelt? 
. Vesz my foul. is ſtrengthened and re- 
; 'reſhed by it, as my body i is with natural food ; 


: You mean only now and then, ſome 
{eldom times, once a 18 or e not 1 


— 
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my baptiſmal covenant is confirmed and renew- _ 


; the pardon of all my fins is afreſh ſealed 
40 conveyed to me; and Believers are brought 
to a nearer union with Chriſt by it 


QQ. "Theſe are great benefits indeed, and + * 
weighty reaſons for your religious, conſtant ob- oY 


ſervance of this holy ordinance but is there not 


ſome difficulty in preparing yourſelf, to be a 


worthy receiver of the body and blood of 
Chriſt ? . 

gs. 1l own I am at a loſs to underſtand why 
ſuch a difficulty ſhould be made of it. A 


_ Chriſtian is always looking into the ſtate of his 


heart, and he will do it then more eſpecially ; 


but the beſt preparation is a ſenſe of redeeming 
love, and of our miſery in the want of it; and 


| thoſe who have this ſenſe are never unht to go 


to the Lord's Supper, and muſt neceſſarily think 1 


: it a . 1 htful ſervice. 


Then if you are backward to it, and — 


EY -_ in it, and frame excuſes to yourſelf for 


keeping from it, will you have cauſe to Wee. | 


| the ſoundneſs of your fate ? 


. es. 


Q. And of your faith in, and love to Chriſt, ; 


and concern for your foul ? 
"Ms es. 
Q. And that your confirmation, or i 


taking your baptiſmal covenant upon yourſelf, 
in order to be admitted to the Communion, was 
only a thing of courſe, ang not — conſidered 


| * you? 
A. Yes. 


6: * 
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Q. You mentioned juſt now your miſery 3 in 
the want of a Redeemer, what do you en by 5 


that? 


A. The ſcripture neachoth me that I maſt of 
all neceſſity be born again, John iii. 3, 5. from 
whence I conclude that my firſt birth is impure 
and polluted, and that, becauſe all fell, and died 

in Adam, Rom. v. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 22. | 


Q. What do you underſtand by that? 
A. That we have loſt the favour of God, and 


our title to heaven and happineſs; that we are 
ſubject to fin, miſery, and death; cannot help 
ourſelves to a remedy z and if we die in \ tas 1 5 


tate, muſt die eternally. 
Q. What, all? are all thus fallen? 


As. Ves, All; all we like ſbeep have gone aftray, 5 

Ifaiah liii. 6. all have finned, and come ſhort r 
the glory of God, Rom. iii. 23. and if I was to 

except myſelf, the experience I have of my own 
_ pronenels to evil, and want of power againſt it, 


would rife up againſt me, and my” Sadie 
would give me Nia 


Q. Then you do not think chat man is in 
the ſame ſtate in which he was created, when 
rd ſaw every thin 15 that he had made, and behold 


it was very good, Gen. i. gl. 


A'. No; a creature made to be happy by his 
ing holy, and yet without holineſs and happi- 


_ neſs, or the power to attain them, cannot be ſaid 
to be good, | | | 


But does it not ſeem to bear hard upon 
the goodneſs of God, that you ound be born 


_ in ſuch a ; condition ? | 


4. No 
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As. No more than it does that children ſhould 
inherit the bodily diſtempers of their parents. 
I can no more account for one than the other; 
and finding myſelf as I am, a ſickly, ſinful crea- 
ture, without righteouſneſs and without ſtrength, 


my buſineſs is not to ſtand cavilling at the good- 
neſs of God, but to look out for a remedy ; and 


if He has provided one for me, to accept it 


_ thankfully at his hands, 


Ainylter, The remedy of God's prov'ding 
is every way ſuited to your condition, and fully 
ſufficient to anſwer all your wants, He ſaw, 
and pitied you in your loſt eſtate before you was 


born; nay, before the world began, In the 


ordinance of baptiſm He watheth you from the 


dehilement of your birth; and by the mouth of 


his miniſter, and ſolemn benediction by the Bi- 
ſmop in Confirmation, which is an antient and 


venerable rite of the church, you are certified of 
his favour, when you put in your claim to 


it, and take your vow in baptiſm upon your- 


ſel; and Chriſt in the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper hath, as it were, left his body and blood 
upon the earth for you to look upon, and it was 


appointed by him as a perpetual memorial of 
grace and mercy from God, and of his un- 


_ Changeable purpoſe to fill you with all ſpiritual 
blefangs in Him. God is now your Father, 
and you his beloved child; you are a joint-heir 
with Chriſt of eternal life, who is gone into 


heaven to prepare a place for you, and ſend 
down the ever bleſſed ſpirit to lead you ſafely in 
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LOND; 
_ ihe way to it, and qualify you for it by raihng 
Hur longings after it, bringing your will over 
% God, and changing the earthly, vicious bent 
your affections. e e 


How ſhould your heart burn within you to 
de a partaker of ſo great ſalvation ! If God has 
_refcued you from your natural ſtate of blind- 
neſs, miſery, and corruption, and made over to 

au ſuch bleſſings by the goſpel, as you profeſs 
believe, what care ſhould you take to ſecure 
aur title to them, and how ſhould it alarm 
Hur fears leſt after all you ſhould come ſhort of 
dem by your own negligence and unconcern, 
1d be an outcaſt for ever from the mercy of 
ur God and Saviour! How gladly fhould you 
-nbrace all opportunities of declaring your 
{ich in Chriſt, and defire of his benefits, in 
de ſacrament of his moſt bleſſed body and — 
dd! And how holy ſhould you be in all | 
anner of converſation, making it the great end 
ch aim of all you are doing in religion to be 
cd's own child by ſimilitude of nature, and 
Clirift's free man in a will to all goodneſs ! Let 
therefore cloſe all with a ſhort word of ad- 
„ieee —ꝓ òi RE Og Ren oe Ot 
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Endeavour to get a right notion of your natu- 141 
ſinfulneſs, weakneſs, and danger without | 
"iſt; give way to the diſcovery of it, and "Bi 
| of God to imprefs it ſtrongly upon your „ 
rt. For your acceptance of Chriſt, your 3110 
u in, and love to him, will be in ſome pro- l 

wy EI 9s portion * 


[( 116 ] 
portion to your belief, or rather own experi- 
ence, in this caſe, And to this end, beſides 


_ examining conſtantly into your life and actions, 


looking well at the motions of your heart, and 
comparing them with the law of God, let me 
_ adviſe you to read and conſider often the gth, 


"Toth, IIth, 12th, 123th, 15th, 18th, of the 


thirty- nine Articles of religion, which you have 
in your common prayer book; and the homilies 
or ſermons, Of the miſery of mam ind Of Sal- 
vation by only Chrift our Saviour 


| lively, and Chriſtian Faith —— Of good works —- 


Of Ghriftian Inve, and charity — Which were 
drawn up by the Governors of our Church at 


the time of the reformation for the inſtruction 


of the people in the moſt neceſſary. parts of. 
Chriſtian doctrine, and appointed to be read in 
churches; and are now by the care and recom- 


mendation of our preſent worthy Archdeacon 


in all the pariſhes of his Archdeaconry. It is 
true, theſe, I mean the Articles and Homilies 
are only man's authority; but, as I verily believe 


their ſenſe and declaration of ſcripture in theſe 


points to be according to the truth of ſcripture, 


I heartily join in recommending them to your 
ſerious peruſal and conſideratio . 


And what 1 have: father tb avis i hit 


you would judge of your chriſtianity by the in- 
ward change it works in you, and the bent of 
your heart. Do not miſtake here upon the 
peril of your ſoul. Truſt not to your Baptiſm, 


Church-going, receiving the Sacrament, or Ny 


0 true, | 
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kind of outward behaviour only, whether in 
keligion or the world, without a reaſonable aſ- 
| furance that you do indeed ſeek the kingdom of” 
God and his righteouſneſs in the firſt place, as our 
Lord directs, Matt. vi. 33. For if any man 
| have not the ſpirit of Chrift, he is none of his, 
Rom. viii. 9. And they that are after the ſpirit, 
do (as certainly) mind the things of the ſpirit, 
(God and the Chriſtian happineſs) as they that 
are after the fleſh (in their natural ſtate, how- 
ever improved without Chriſt) do mind the 
things of the ficſh, v. 5. that is, earthly things 
chiefly. They think of, prize and. follow after 
them, and deſpiſe every thing in compariſon of 
them; their intereſt in Chriſt, their renewal to 
holineſs by him, and everlaſting inheritance with _ 
him, theſe are the things they chuſe for their 
portion upon a deliberate judgment, they are 
_ weighty upon their minds, and wrought into | 
the very conſtitution of their ſouls. Let this 
then be your touchſtone. The religion of the 
_ - goſpel comes to You in the way of a remedy, 
and propoſes to make you a new creature, fit 
for heaven, by turning you from fleſh to ſpirit, 
from the world to God. And if this is alſo your 
own defire, and the mark you are aiming at in 
your prayers and endeavours, and you find your 
mind drawn up to high and heavenly things, 
you have a well-grounded proof within yourſelf, _ 
by thus walking in the light, that the Spirit of 
God has taken you in hand, and that your faith 
is of the right kind, and works to the right 
end, You will go on increaſing, and rejoicing 
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in your adoption; your fellowſhip is with Fa. 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; the blood of Chriil 
cleanſeth you from all ſin, and the Spirit will 
be your guide and comforter. May the good 
Lord open your eyes, and turn you from dark- 
. neſs to light, and fix you in a ſtate of prayer 
for obtaining the remiflion of your fins, and in- 
| heritance among them that are ſanctified by 
faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus. And if you will 
. conſider the following prayer extracted from the 
Liturgy, it will both be a direction to you what 
to pray for, and alſo ſhew that what I have ſaid 
concerning Repentance, Faith, and turning to 
God in Holineſs, is according to the ſenſe of 
the Church of England in theſe points. 


O Bleſſed Lord God, who haſt ſhewed mercy 
to me, conceived and born in fin, and in 
whom there is no health, by calling me to re- 
pentance, offering me a covenant of peace in the 
blood of thy Son, accepting me to the hope of 
_ eterna] life through Him, and preparing me for 
it by the aids of thy ſpirit, create and make in 
mea new and contrite heart, that I worthily 
lamenting my ſins, and acknowledging . my 

- 'wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of 
all mercy, perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs. 
Grant me ſo perfectly, and without all doubt, 
to believe in thy Son Jeſus Chrift, that my faith 
in thy fight may never be reproved; but that 
knowing him to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, I may ſtedfaſtly walk in the way th . 
| | | | et! 
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eth to eternal Life And dme 1 can 0 80 
good thing without thee, and lean only upon 
the hope of thy grace, cleanſe the thoughts of 
my heart by the inſpiration of thy Holy-Spir t, 
that J may perfectly love thee, and worthily | 
magnify thy holy name. Grant that the old 
Adam may be fo buried in me, that the new 
man may be raiſed up in me; that all carnal 


affections may die in me, and that all things 


belonging to the ſpirit may live and grow in me; 
that I may have power and ſtrength to have 
victory, and to triumph againſt the devil, the 
world, and fleſh ; and that dedicating myſelf 5 
=" thee, I may be endued with heavenly virtues, _. 
and everlaſtingly rewarded through thy mercy, 
And as Thou, O Jeſus, haſt inſtituted and or- : 
dained holy myſteries, as pledges of thy love, 
and for a continual remembrance of thy death, 
to our great and endleſs comfort; and in thy 
Holy Goſpel commandeſt us to continue a per- 


tual memory of it until thy coming again 


I fincerel' purpoſe to receive thy creatures of 
bread and wine, according to thy holy inſtitu- 
| tution, i in remembrance of thy death and paſ= _ 
ſion, that I may be a partaker of thy moſt _ 
bleſſed body and blood; never truſting in my 
own righteoulneſs, bur in the manitald and 
great mercies of God. And to the end I may 
receive the fulneſs of thy grace, and ever re- 
main in the number of thy faithful and elect. _ 
children, give me, O Lord, a hearty deſire to 
pray, in full aſſurance of being heard, when 1 
in faith, according to thy will ; and have 
compaſſion upon my infirmities. And as thou 


1 


DD, LG 
| haſt cauſed all holy ſcriptures to be written for 
our learning, grant that I may in ſuch wife hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 


them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy 


word 1 may embrace and ever hold faſt the 
bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which Thou 
haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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